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INTRODUCTION. 



OOME apology is certainly due to the 
'Public for this appeal to them, which 
would not have been made^ had not my 
own and my brother's Trial been put an 
end to previously to our entering upon 
our Defence ; in the course of which, I 
have no hesitation in saying, that we 
should have been eQabled to prove that 
the appearance of force, which was made 
use of to conceal Mrs. Lee's wishes and 
intentions from her servants, was the con- 
sequence of a previous arrangement be- 
tween Mrs. Lee and myself for her elope- 
ment ; and had not the evidence given 
' upon my own and my brother's Trial 
been misrepresented in a variety of publi- 
cations* 



It. XNTRODUCTIOM. 

Unacquainted with the rules of compa^^' 
sition, and uninstructed in the art of 
making the " worse appear the better 
reason/* I humbly submit to an enlightened 
and liberal Public, an accurate statement 
of the whole of my brother's and my own 
conduct towards Mrs. Lee, from the re- 
newal of our acquaintance with her, in 
December last ; together with an impartial 
account of our Trial, which has been 
copied from notes taken by my brother 
Lockhart in Court. 

. It is not my intention to attempt a vin* 
dication of my own or my brother *s con- 
duQt, but merely to assert, and I trust that 
i shall be enabled to prave to the Public, 
that we have been the dupes of an artful 
and treacherous woman ; who, in her turn, 
has been compelled to serve the interested 
and mercenary purposes of others. 

' Mrs. Lee (then Miss Dashwood) resided 
^t my mother's house in Kensington 
Square, during the greater part of the 
yearfi 1789 and 1790, and was the only 
young person at that time under Mrs* 
Gordon's protection. Lockhart and my* 
&elf were then at different school^ and 
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during the holy days we lived, u pep terms 
of the greatest femiliarity with Mrs; Lee* 
No intercourse took place between Miss 
Dash wood and Mrs. Gordon after shiS 
left my mother, owing probably to Miss 
Dashwood's living in the house with her 
mother. 

At the age of fourteen I was admitted a 
Cadet at the Royal Military Academy, at 
Woolwich, and obtained a Commission in 
the Artillery when sixteen years old. . Iii 
1 797 I went to Martinique ; in February, 
1798, 1 was compelled to return to Europe 
by ill health: in the the month of June 
following, I returned to the West Ii}dieS> 
and remained there until July, 1803, wheni 
having been superseded in the Army for 
having taken the benefit of an Act for the 
further relief of insolvent debtors, I re* 
turned to England and arrived at Liverpool 
On the 19th of October last ; soon after 
which I went to London, and on my 
brother's return to Town, lodged with 
him for some time in the house where he 
had lived more than two years. The usual 
enquiries after former acquaintance, in* 
4uced me to ask Lockh^rt if he knew 
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IV. iRtroductio*. 

what was become of Miss Dashwood 
Lockhart said that he believed she hac 
married, was separated, and lived ai 
Woodford, A bilious complaint occa 
sioned my calling upon Mr. Blackett, or 
the 2nd of December, 1803, who had fo] 
many years attended my mother's family 
as her Apothecary. Amongst others of m^ 
former acquaintance I asked Mr. Blacket 
if he knew any thing of Miss Dashwood 
Mr. Blackett told me that she was nov 
Mrs. Lee, and lived at Woodford, bu 
that she either had taken a house or wa 
about to take one in Bolton Row, Picca 
dilly. Mr. Blackett has since said, that h 
I had a private reason for not informing rm 

i where Mrs. Lee lived. When Mr. Blacket 

informed Mrs. Lee that I had made enqui 
ries after her, she desired Mr. Blackett " i:< 
let Loudoun know that she should be hap 
'j py to see him." Mr. Blackett mentioned 

;| that circumstance to me during my con 

finement in the new Prison, Clerkenwell 
, I accidentally heard, a few days after m; 

having seen Mr. Blackett, where Mrs. Le 
lived, and called upon t8er for the firs 
timey on the evening of the 1 4th 
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IKTRODUCTION. V. 

December, The impression which the 
charms of Miss Dashwood had made upon 
my mind, in childhood, was not effaced ; 
separated from her by many hundred 
leagues, amidst the terrors of a vertical 
sun, I have frequently contemplated with 
melancholy pleasure upon her beauty 
and talents, which even during infancy had 
created a lasting passion in my breast. The 
warm reception which I received from 
Mrs. Lee, rekindled the latent flame; my: 
own inclination, united to the artful pror 
vocations made use of by Mrs. Lee ta 
effect her wishes^ soon deprived me of all 
power of resistance or reflection. I was 
insensibly ensnared, and unconscious of 
the criminality of my conduct, I submitted 
to the importunity with which Mrs. Lee 
unceasingly endeavoured to persuade me 
to use my influence to induce Lockhart to 
visit her. Unhappily my endeavours weifer 
but too successful. What I have suffered or: 
may do, for myself it is nothing, but I shaJl 
for ever deplore the fate of an affectionate 
brother, who has been condemned unheard. 
. During my second visit to Mrs. Lee, on 
the 1 6th of December* she told ipc that 
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VI. INTRODUCTION. 

she was then writing a letter to excuse her 
going to Bath, which she had intended 
to do. 

What could induce Mrs. Lee to alter her 
intention of going to Bath so suddenly? 
Was it the fear of losing an Hebrew lesson 
by Mr. Friend, the once well-known ifi- 
devant Fellow of Jesus College, Cambridge, 
in a morning? Or was it to avoid the dis- 
appointment which Mrs. Lee would feel 
at not having an evening tete-a-tete with 
Sir William Beachey ? Whatever was the 
whim of the moment, Mrs. Lee remained 
in London, and appointed the 24th of 
December for our next interview. On that 
day Mrs. Lee gave me- the paper contain- 
ing whftt she then was pleased to tell me 
was her dreamy she has since confessed it 
was ft fia:ion^ For what?— I leave the un- 
prejadiced reader to define the motive 
which induced a married womian, who was 
in the most delicate of all situations in 
which a married woman can possibly be 
placed, to trump up a parcel of nonsensi- 
cal words, which will rj^dily bear a most 
indecent interpretation/and to commanicate 
stich Itt^aldry to ^ ytTf yocHig mai», who 
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%he well knew had passed the latter part of 
his life in the Army. The erasure of her 
name from the bottom of the fictitious 
Dream was the first proof of the cautious 
turpitude, with which Mrs. Lee has invari- 
ably acted towards me. Most unhappily for 
Mrs. Lee, for my brother, for myself, for 
€very one who is so unfortunate as to be 
most distantly connected with us, I shewed 
the Dream to Lockhart, with Mrs. Lee's 
previous consent. He immediately told me 
that it would bear a religious interpretation^ 
and gave me the outline of that exposition 
which I afterwards transmitted to Mrs. Lee, 
and which is faithfully transcribed from the 
original manuscript, for the inspection of 
the public, in the following pages. 

The voice of scandal which has been so 
loud against my brother and myself, will, 
I trust, be silenced by the religious and 
moral tendency of what the Public have 
been induced to believe was written in the 
most indecent language, to serve the most 
infamous purposes. Far be it from me tp 
treat the hallowed subject of Christianity 
with unbecoming levity. The only motive 
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which could induce Lockhart to lend his 
assistance, must have been a sincere desire 
to point out to Mrs. Lee, in the only way 
which was Hkely to be effectual, the weak- 
ness and wickedness of scepticism. I trust 
that what was written with so good an in- 
tention will not be wholly useless. 

. Mrs. Lee lived for some years in a Con- 
vent in France, and early imbibed the 
dogmas of that false philosophy which has 
since given rise to all the crimes and mad- 
ness of the dreadful -Revolution, which has 
so long devastated that unhappy country. 
Upon Mrs. Lee's return to England, she 
was placed under the protection of my 
mother; it was to have been hoped that 
she would have derived benefit from the 
virtuous precepts and exemplary conduct 
of a learned, a pious, and an enlightened 
christian. 

On Friday, the 30th of December, 
Lockhart called with me upon Mrs. Lee, 
about one o^clock, in consequence of her 
repeated and pressing request that he would 
do. so. Her insinuating conduct cannot 
be more forcibly exemplified than by a 
perusal of the conversation which took 
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place on that day. The melancholy dt\sSl 
which she gave of her situation must have 
excited the commiseration of the hardest 
heart; and cowardice itself would have 
been induced, from her representation, to 
iafFord her that protection and support, 
which she declared was denied her by those, 
whose duty and interest it is to defend her.^ 

The regret which Lockhart expressed at 
having seen Mrs. Lee arose from the purest 
philanthrophy, founded on a belief that Mrs. 
Lee was an injured and virtuous woman. 

Mrs. Lee did not venture to make a future 
appointment in Lockhart's presence, which 
she never failed to do both before and after 
that visit. Remark the ingenuity with which 
she contrived to draw me again to her 
house;— on Sunday, the ist of January, she 
sent me some comments upon my Interpre- 
tation of her Dream, in a letter concluding 
with the following words : 

" The natural attraction which we 
feel towards those whom we have known 
in the days of childhood, induces me to 
(express a wish to see you in the course of 
next week/* 
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The attraction whicK Mus. Lee felt for 
me/was^ I have no doubt, natural enough; 
and very naturally she described it, on 
Sunday, the 8th of January, the day ap- 
• pointed by herself for me to visit her. I 
will not more than once disgust the Public 
with an account of what passed on that 
morning, and shall only remark that I was 
induced to call again upon , Mrs. Lee at 
eleven o'clock of the same night : she was 
in bed. When I called upon her on the 
next day, Davidson, her female servant, 
put a note into my hands, containing the 
following words : 

"I cannot possibly see you unless 
i receive an apology.'* 
. I carried a . flamiijg apology to Mrs. 
Lee in the evening, (Monday, the 9th of 
January.) Tlw eflfisct which it produced will 
be described in the following Nurr/ativei 
On that night she shewed me a passage im 
her. own hand writing, containing, to the 
best of my recollection, the following 
words. 

" It is my determination to pas* 
. , the remainder of my life in the soci^ of # 
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male companion ; and with him to follow 
the plan of a Sect in Germany^ who lead 
a monastic life, with the exception of ce-* 
libacy." 

I leave it to an impartial Public to affix 
epithets to the name of a married woman, 
who, after having ^hewn such a passage as 
that above-mentioned, to a young man; 
with whom she had previously agreed to 
elope, endeavoured to deprive him of his 
life and character, by swearing that her 
elopement was against her inclination. 
' On Wednesday, the nth of January, I 
received a letter from Mrs, Lee, which is 
given at length in the narrative. It ap-» 
pears, at first sight, to be an argument 
against her elopement, which had pre- 
viously been determined upon ; but when 
the following extracts are compared with 
Mrs. Lee's determination, which she had 
before avowed, ** to pass the rest of her 
life with a male companion," any unbiassed 
^rson iiiust be convinced, that letter was 
merely intended to draw an answer from 
me, and to implicate Lockhart in the 
dopetoent, both which objects it unfortu- 
nately accomplished. 
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** My determination is fixed, and 
those who will not second it, are no friends 
of mine ; shew this letter to your brother, 
and believe me to be, &c." 

If Mrs. Lee*s determination was already 
fixed not to elope with me, what necessity 
was there for letting Lockhart know that 
such an improper scheme had ever been in 
agitation* The former part of the letter 
discovers Mrs. Lee*s motive for wishing my 
brother to second the elopement : 

" Neither your age nor your situ* 
ation m life, are such as to afford me that 
protection and support which will be ne^ 
ccssary^^ 

And therefore she asked Lockhart in the 
plainest, as well as the most artful terms, 
whether he would unite his protection and 
support to mine. Lockhart's answer to 
Mrs. Lee, together with my own, are 
given in the annexed Narrative. I will not 
attempt to justify either: my own was 
dictated by that spirit of infatuation which 
irresistibly hurried me beyond the bounds 
of prudence and of virtue; and by incessant 
importunity I induced Lockhart to become 
an accessary to my own^d Mrs* Lee's guilt*. 
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Oil Thursday* the 12th of January, I 
called upon Mrs. Lee; the subject of 
conversation was our elopement, which 
she promised to undertake speedily; and 
desired me to ask Lockhart to dine with 
her on Sunday, that we might talk over 
and complete the plan* What must th« 
world think of a married woman, who is 
capable of asking two brothers to dine at 
her house, and who put off her dinner 
an hour beyond the usual time, in order 
that the plan of her elopement might 
be circumstantially arranged? The Public 
will naturally expect that some reason for 
the elopement should be assigned ; Mrs# 
Lee herself gave the reason : " Do you 
mean to live with me in this house? If you 
do, you cannot, my husband resides within 
two streets of me/' Well, but what could 
induce her to make such a furious bustle, 
if she really wished and intended to go? 
** Aye there's the rub." 

Davidson, her female servant, had lived 
twelve years (according to her own state- 
ment on the Trial) in Mr. Lee's family, 
previously to her entering Mrs. Lee's 
service, and was, as Mrs. Lee more than 
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bintedi a spy of Mr. Lee's. It was equally- 
dangerous to discharge her, or to let her 
into the secret. Mrs. Lee, with her usual 
ingenuity, chose the middle course, and 
preserved her character with Davidson, 
whilst she gratified her wishes in eloping 
with me. Had Mrs. Lee seriously intended 
not to complete her promise, she had ample 
time and opportunity to escape from th^ 
house, or to procure the whole police .of 
L6ndonfor her protection. One convincing 
proof that Mrs. Lee rtiight easily have prOi- 
cured the assistance of the very watchmen 
who took Lockhart into custody on th4^ 
following night, is^ that not more than five 
minutes elapsed from the time that Lock- 
hart stopped in the hackney coach, at Mrs» 
Lee's door, on Monday night, the i6th of 
January, before he was surrounded in Clar- 
ges Street by an hundred people^^ If Mrs. 
Lee was really alarmed at the sight of Lock- 
hart's pistol, what could induce her to tell 
her man-servant to desire him to come into^ 
the drawing room ? Why did she not men- 
tion her being alarmed to the man-servant., 
when he carried candles to Mrs. Lee in the^ 
drawing room ? 
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, Before Mrs. Lee left the eating room^ 
Lockhart desired her to go up stairs, tQ 
dress herself in her riding habit, and put 
together whatever linen would be abso^ 
lutely necessary for her journey., When 
Mrs. Lee lefi^the eating room, she went inta 
her bedchamber, no doubt with an intention 
of following Lockhart *s advice, but on fitid^ 
ing Davidson there, on her coming upstairs^ 
Mrs. Lee found it necessary to act the far-» 
f ical part which is detailed in the evidence 
given by Davidson on the Trial. Davidson 
has sworn that Mrs. Lee was very low 
during the whole of Sunday. I will not 
positively assert the. cause of her more 
than usual depression of spirits before 
dinner, but I assert, without fear of con-r 
tradiction from Mr. Edmonds, who is the 
respectable master of the Inn, at Tetst 
worth, and who waited upon Mrs. Lee# 
during the whole time of supper, that few 
women have ever siich a flow of spirits, as 
she appeared to have on Sunday evening. . 
Mrs* Lee's refusal to take any clothes 
with her, was the necessary consequence 
of her determination not to entrust David-* 
ion with her secret ; and her not taking 
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any money may be most happily accounted 
for, by her having declared to me some 
days before, that she had none, nor should 
have any until the beginning of February. 
Much, I am told, has been said about 
my being in debt, and that it was impos* 
sible for me to remain in London another 
day. It is hot my wish, if it were in my 
power, to deny the fact of my having been 
compelled to contract debts which I am at 
present unable to pay. I was seven long 
years in the army, six of which I passed in 
various parts of the West Indies and the 
British Settlements in America, where it is 
well known that every article of consump* 
lion is double, and frequently three times 
the price at which it can be procured in 
this country. I was compelled once, during 
that period, to return to England, and 
once to go to America, for the recovery 
of my health, ,^t my own expence. I was 
confined three mcmths at Bellise, in the 
Bay of Honduras, by a dreadful and ex-* 
pensive illness, the terrible effects of a 
Coup-de-soleil. When it is known that I 
never received the smallest pecuniary as- 
sistance from any one of my relations, I 
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trust the Public will not think my having 
been compelled to take the benefit of an 
Act for the further relief of insolvent debt- 
ors, an unpardonable offence, when, they 
know that I was impressed from my earliest 
infancy with the highest .aristocratic ideas 
of the dignity and consequence which 
ought to be attached to those persons who 
are connected with many of the most illus- 
trious families in England, and most of 
those in Scotland. It has been my misfor- 
tune to have lived, in the younger part of 
my life^ with those who were greatly my 
superiors in fortune, and to have been 
turned adrift on the wide world at the age , 
of sixteen, without having the benefit of 
the experience and controul of a father, 
who might have informed me, before it 
was too late, that a man who lives beyond 
his income, whatever may be his situation 
in life, can neither be respectable nor 
happy. 

That Mrs. Lee was not unacquainted 
with my situation, is evident from her 
letter to nae, of the nth of January. I 
told Mrs. Lee that I was no longer in the 
Army ; she knew that I was unqualified for 



any other profession, and therefore wh€H 
she proposed our living together, must 
have intended to ihare her fortunes with 
itainCi whatever they were. 

Mrs. Lee has ^knowkdged to a most 
respectahk person since the Trials that she 
eloped with her own consent, and that 
person will make an affidavit of her having 
said so, should it be necessary. 

I pity Mrs. Lee from my soul, and la* 
iftent that I am not as ignorant of her for- 
mer conduct as I was on the evening of 
our elopement. It would have been some 
alleviation of the horrors of a prison, of 
the loss of my character, and of my liberty, 
(perhaps for the rest of my life,) to have 
known that what I have suffered or may doi 
was owing to my fatal attachment to a 
woman, who deserved my love. My life is 
embittered by knowing, with certainty, 
that consolation can never be mine. I 
forgive Mrs. Lee, and sincerely wish she 
may enjoy that happiness of which she has 
deprived me for ever. 

The sum for which I am detained in 
prisoti amounts to two hundred pounds ; 
one hundred and eighteen of which is for a 



debt contracted ift the West Indi<Js, long 
befarc I took the benefit of the Insolvent 
Debtors: Act ; but which I was compelled 
to give a note of hand for, in Jamaica, 
payable in London, in December last, by 
a threat of immediate imprisonment on my 
arrival in this country. Had I then been 
aware of the illegality of that threat, -^ I 
should certainly not have given the note, 
mdch as I wished to discharge the claim. 
The sum of fifty eight pounds is due to the 
Captain of the ship, who brought me to 
England. I owe the remainder tp my 
Taylor. It appeared to me to be absolutely 
necessary, that I should lay the above 
detail before the public, as many infamous 
falshoods are, I am informed, in circulation 
with respect to my character. General 
Churchill, who kindly appeared as an evi- 
dence on my trial, expressed his opinion 
df my conduct as an officer and a gentleman 
to several persons at Oxfojd, with the 
warmth of a real friend and the liberality 
of a perfect gentleman. 

To return to the immediate object of 
this publication. It is worthy of remark 
that the m(Hnent Mrs. Lee walked out of 
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her house, being no longer in dread of 
what her servants might say, she threw of 
all restraint, by laughing so loud, that the 
post boy who drove her to Uxbridge was 
able to swear that he. heard her. Lord 
Stair's coachman has declared that he could 
and would have stopped Mrs. Lee, had 
there been the. smallest reason to imagine, 
from her conduct, that any compulsion 
had been made use of. Mrs. Lee was so 
collected immediately after her getting into 
the post chaise, as to ask Loudoun whether 
he had shut the door: no doubt Mrs. Lee 
asked that question for fear (as it actually 
happened) that her servants should endea- 
vour to prevent her elopement. 

As to Lockhart's saying " drive on or I 
will shoot you," the post boy swore that 
gentlemen very frequently said so to 
him; and indeed it is a bad expression 
which Lockhart has acquired by his being 
in the habit of sporting, added to a natural 
warmth of temper. Before Mrs. Lee reach- 
ed Tyburn Turnpike, she desired Lockhart 
to observe how perfectly collected she was. 
What in the name of good fortune could 
possibly prevent her being so ? She well . 
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icnew the necessity there was to intimidate 
the servants, and to make them believe that 
she was really forced out of her house; and 
to do them justice, as far as their evidence 
can go, they have endeavotired to convince 
the world of the truth of their assertions. 

The only evidence Mrs. Lee*s Counsel had 
to produce in- support of the charge aganist 
my brother and myself, we^e Mrs. Lee's own 
servants. To prove how impartial they were, 
I have evidence to substantiate that one servant 
Swore on Sunday evening, after Mrs. Lee's 
elopement, that • " they would hang them * 
(meaning niy brother and myself) " if possible. 

I have again to apologfee for quitting the 

• » • t- 

subject; the post boy drove us well, but Mrs * 
lyee^s wishes far outstripped 'the legs of fhe^ 
horses;' before we had gone five miles on the 
Uxbridge road, I felt her fumbling about my 
fingers and could not imagine what she could 
k be doing. She discovered the ring which I 
had offered to her after dinrter, upon my hand ; 
she took it off; I conjectured her intention, 
and was fn the act of putting it upon the 

C3 
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fourth finger of her right hand^ when she 
laughed and said ^^ you do not know your 
right hand from your left** and gave nnc her 
left hand, upon the fourth finger of which i 
put the xing. One of the serious chai^ges 
against my brother, is, that he had prophaned 
the sacred right of mariiage, by desiring me 
to present a ring to Mrs. Lee. If he reaUy 
desired me to give that ring to Mrs, Lee with 
a view of ridiculing or superseding her previous 
marriage> he is either a fool or a madman j 
and is equally entitled to commiseration, I 
offered that fatal ring t^ Mrs^ Lee as a tc4&en of 
llb^t eternal lov^ and friendship for her> which 
I then vowe;d, and must for ever feel. At the 
moment Lockhart presented the ring to Mrs, 
Jjbc, he gave way to his feelings^ without 
consulting his -reason ; he consented to the 
gratification of a passion he had then much 
reason to believe was sincere. The return 
which she has made to Lockhart is such as 
he deserved^ and such as> liad he known the 
whole of her conduct, he would have ex-? 

pectcdf — Women who have once forfeited 



th^ix characters, Jcnow thjit thejre is 00 fpfrity^ 
m this wpfjd from the severe senteace whi^ 
jj$ pass^ed against them, %nd which for ^tt 
dtrfcs, them ffom the^ society pf the virtiMe»§ 
and indepenKknt t carele8^ of ihe^ir pf esi§iit qq4 
^lopelcss pf their futui!fs ffite, th^ Si^lkj3im>94f 
aad like paioiod sepulchces, arie at Qi;ice)the pest 
and ornament of the; city that jcont^ins; t^m, , 

I shall nwk^«>ft^'^^^^^°^^^ vpon Mrg^ 
Lee'^ 4enijd, dwing jher crc»s jexamij^tign iO» 
the Trial, of her having accepted the ring^ 
Mrs. Lete had previously sworn itimt she je^ 
lus>ed the ring, when Bx^t offered to her, anid 
fm>bah}y thoughlt th»t it would app^^r lilor 
Gomethkig more than inconsistency if she acr 
knowledged. her having voluntarily taken it 
from :me in the post chais^e*'— Mrs, JUee con- 
fessed, during her cross examination, that iihc 

« 

took her sted necklace from her »e(^» to whi^ 
9 small bag of camphor was attadhed : ** it wais^ 
her charm against pleasure/' If proc^ wece 
wanted of the folly, not to say the madness «f 
infidelity, it might be fairly adduced, from ^Ij^s, 
Lee's hayifig declared that she does not believ<: 

C4 
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in the truth of Christianity, and yet she sup- 
poses that a small hag of camphor can restrain 
those passions which the Great Author of our 
Being has given us for the wisest and most 
beneficent purposes, together with reason to 
govern them. — Mrs. Lee admits the credibility 
of her own dreams, the natural effect of indi- 
gestion; yet she affects to disbelieve the truth 
of those miracles and prophecies which have, 
for ages, convinced the best and wisest of 
mankind. — Infidelity will believe any thing but 
the Bible. — It has been very generally supposed 
that Mrs. Lee's confession of her having thrown 
away her necklace put an end to the Trial; the 
fact is otherwise, as will be seen by a perusal 
of Mrs. Lee*s cross examination. 

■ 

• Mrs. Lee swore, on her examination before 
the Magistrates in Bow Street, that she was 
nearly in a state of insensibility during the 
whole of her journey to Tets worth, and on the 
Trial she softened it down to her being panic 
struck. What Mrs. Lee's ideas may be of 
insensibility and being panic struck, I will 
not venture to determine, but I must be al- 
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lowed to say, that she frequently gave mc 
greater proofs of sensibility in the post chaise, 
than Lockhart wished, or could prevent, by 
any thing he said.T-When Mrs. Lee arrived 
at Tetsworth, she became extremely facetious, 
and asked me whether in my great coat, which 
she had on, " she did not look like a soldier's 

Before supper Mrs. Lee asked for egg wine^ 
which appears to be her favourite liquor. As 

Mrs. Lee believes that camphor can perform 

•■ ' • «■ ■ ■ 

one sort of miracle, she probably supposes 
that an egg can perform wonders of another 
kind. She discarded one charm because she 
had no further lise for it; and lost no oppor- 
tunity, during the rest of our journey, of 
shewing her devotion to a new one. Unfor- 
tunately there was only one egg in the house 
that night, Mrs. Lee eat that. I rather think 
the charm consists in the number of eggs 
which any one may eat, for I observed that 
Mrs. Lee eat more every succeeding day than 
she had done the day before. 
Next morning Mrs, Lee had breakfasted 
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and written her letter to Davidson^ before 
Lockbart and myself wjere dressed« Wbeo 
wie came down stairs we found Mrs. Lee io 
a gowil whicb Mrs. Edmonds bad kindly lent 
ber, until her own was washed; she was a 
most ridiculous figure; Lockbart smiled which 
very much encreased her ill*humour. Muqh 
unpleasant altercation passed, and Lockharjt 
m vain endeavoured to convince her that she 
had no cause to be alarmed at his returnii^io 
London. 

Soon after Lockbart left Tetsworth Mrs. 
Lee sent for Mrs. Edmonds, the mistress of 
t}^ Inn, into her bedchamber, and told her 
that " she had been forcibly brought from her 
house in London, by the two young men who 
c^tne with her.'* Mrs. Edmonds commis- 
erated her situationj and tcAd her she should 
be happy to render her any assistance; addingj 
" I suppose, Madam* you wiU not go any 
farther.* ~** Q yes,** answered Mrs. X^e, ** I 
shaMgQjon,** 

Mrs. Lee*s letter to Davidson is a n>aster«» 
piece x)f art; ahe was afraid that Davidson 



might suspect the truth fiotn her having made 
no resist^uice in London/ and therefore wfote 
to her the following words» to convince 'D^ 
vidson of her innocence : • ^ . 

^* No money, no clothes> death or 
compliance." 

Davidson knew as well as Mrs. Lee that 

V 

she had neither money nor clothes ; aind Mr^ 
Lee ^wore, on her Trial, that no sort of per- 
Gonal violence was at any tinie used towards 
her. The letter is equally absurd and false; 
had she wished for assistance, Mrs. Edmonds 
would have procured it for her at Tefsworth jf 
had she wished EHividson to know where she 
Was going to, she would have told her. If 
Mrs. Lee had not acted with duplicity and 
treachery towards my brother and myself, she 
would have deserved, and no doubt would 
have excked universal compassion; her situ^ 
atioQ was dreadful in the extrem^, there being 
no alternative left htr^ between the resignatioa 
of her fortune and reputation to the mercy o( 
a husband she detestsj, or her endeavouring to 
convict me. 
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And here I think it my duty to exofterafe 
Lockhart from the charge of his having com- 
pelled me to go to bed with Mrs. Lee agaidM 
my inclination, by saying, when L was in his 
bed-room, *' if you do hot get out of the room 
I will shoot you." It is true that Lockhart did 
make use of words to that effect ; it was past 
five o'clock in the morning; Lockhart was 
tired and wanted to go to bed, but he certainly 
was not so anxious to get me out of his room 
as I was to go. I was longer undressing 
myself than usual; Lockhart was impatient 
and turned me out of his room without my 
dressing-gown ; the chamber-maid, who was 

m 

in the room during the whole time, would 
have sworn that what Lockhart said was not 
spoken seriously, 

Mrs. Lee was highly delighted with the 
shawl which I purchased for her at Oxford, 
and I have been informed she actually wore 
the veil I gave her at Oxford, and only^took it 
ofFcMi herconfting into Ccairtr : ' * 

At North Leach Mrs. Lee drank freely of 
her favouite beverage^ egg winei we slept in 
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dlfFetent beds, but Mrs. Lee invited me in the 
morning to share her*s, which I readily com- 
plied with. 

Tuesday, the 17th of January, at breakfast, 
Mrs. Lee iat Several eggs ; we arrived safely iSL 
Gloucester, went to bed merrily, and on Wed- 
nesday morning Mrs. Lee eat a more than 
usual quantity of eggs. She was very . anxious 
for Lockhart's arrival^ and appeared to think 
that some accident had certainly befallen him ; 
as she had dreamed that part of his skull was 
blown away. 

When Miller, the Bow Street Officer, made 
liis appearance, Mrs. Lee either was over- 
whelmed with sorrow and despair, or she 
acted to admiration. What Mrs. Lee's opinion 
of such a measure then was, may be discovered 
by her saying that: ". it was a base and unwar- 
rantable liberty which liad been taken with her, 
by sending a Bow Street Officer to take her and 
Loudoun into custody." 

During the time of dinner, at Gloucester, 
Mrs. Lee reprobated the circumstance of a Bow 
Street Officer having been sent to apprehend me, 
ift the strongest terms. Mrs. Lee gave such 
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convincing proofs of h^r FefiliiigB, that Miller 
-said, in the kitchen X)f the Inn at Tetswordiy 
*^ She loves him as she does her own dear 
tyis&y No one will suspitrt Miller of having 
too much of the milk of hutnan kindness m 
his *con){^itioii : yet ht tviis less hardetied 
.than tJthers; and fiesmittM us to make vomi. 
t>f eternal fidelity to JtwAi otbdr ia jiiiivats. 
ihSn. Lie has iiroken those vow^; tiie twfiil 
period <iniist arrive iHien we ihall havfc. ti> 
answer for t!hem at Xht txar. of an 'unerring and 
just Judge. I tnist that by sinceix^ repentance 
and contriti6n for onr {)ast Errors and crimes, 
we shall obtain that hiercy which the world is 
neither inclined nor ienaWedto bestow, 

Di^tnng my confinement in the ^ew 'Prison, 
Clerkenwelt M?s. Lee uent me word by a 
mutual friend) that she Intei^d. to keep the 

/promise which she had made to me at Ux* 
hridge, Mrs, I.ee made two promises to me 
at that place ; the one wais, "^at she would, if 
I wished it, pass the remainder of her life 
with me ; the other, that she would share my 
imprisonment, should it be cojitinued; the 
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• ...... 

oiily tiling I have to thank Mrs. Lee for, is 
her not having performed thosie piomiscs, 

Mrs. Lee expressed her sorrow for my 
tjrtuation, to the ^ktttt comtnon fiieud, during 
tny confinement in Tothfll - fields Bridewell, 
and said that she " regretted extiietncfy her 
inaWlity to supply me with mbney," ik her so- 
lidtor had distrained flfty pcmnds of hei- m- 
:cbnie to ^ay the e»!pfentes of the Dow ' Street 
Officer, to Gtoticester, laiid hack again to !ton- 
tfon;* It is Some eohsblation to me that 1 
have nivet reoeit^ed iibr saficited aiiy ?cind of 
■fevoitrr ct' ^ssrstancfe Arhatsbeirer ftdm '^Irs. 
Lee. 

I am atware that 'it is tnakxng a miserable 
apdlbgjr fbr the many errors of this publication, 
to iiay, iShat 'the 'Printer has frequency waited 
until I have supplied him with a continualion of 

the maftitsfcrrpt I was induced to publish a 

« • ^ ■ ' * "i. 

statement of my brother's conduct and my own 
to Mrs. Lee, not from a wish to obtain literary 
honours, but from an anxious desire to confute 
the authors and retailers of the gross falshoods 
which have been circulated to our prejudice, 
with 3Q much industry apd success. That I 
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have failed in the execution, must be attributeif 
to my want of ability, not to the weakness of 
my case. My brother went to London after his 
acquittal, with a determination to bear '^ the 
whips and scorns of outrageous fortune," rather 
than publish a line in his defence. 

This work appears before the Public undei' 
every disadvantage. I regret that I have not 
been enabled to state my case with the minute 
accuracy which I should have done, had I not 
delayed writing it until three weeks after the 
Trial, when I found myself imperiously called 
upon to publish it, in consequence of the cla - 
mour which has been raised against my bro* 
ther and myself. I can most positively assert, 
that no one circumstance which is detailed 
in this publication, is either intentionally or 
actually falsified. 

L.H- GORDON/ 

Oxford CasiUy April 7^ 1804. 
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lOUDOUN GORDON called upon Mrs. 
Lee, at her house in Bolton Row, for the first 
time after his return from the West Indies, 
about seven o'clock on the evening of Wed- 
nesday, the 1 4th of December, 1 803. William 
Martin, Mrs. Lee's man-servant, opened the 
door, and said that his mistress was not at 
home : Loudoun then asked for a card to write 
his name upon; whilst the man-servant was 
fetching the card, Mrs, Lee called from the 
drawing-room door and said, " William, who 
is that ?" William Martin then asked Loudoun 
his name, and the servant replied to Mrs. Lee, 
^^ Mr. Loudoun Gordon." Mrs. Lee imme- 
diately said, "Let him w^lk up:" Loudoun 
then walked up stairs into the drawing-room; 
' the usual expressions of joy at meeting again 
were exchanged, after which the conversation 
became general : Mrs. Lee spoke feelingly of 
her misfortune in having married Mr. Lee, she 
made tsome severe comments upon his conduct, 
which from Mrs. Lee's description did not 
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much redound to his credit as a husband. Mrs^ 
Lee enquired kindly after Loudoun's mother^ 
his sister, and Lockhart; and finding frora 
Loudoun that Lockhart was in London, she 
earnestly expressed her desire to see him, and 
she requested Loudoun to communicate her 
wishes to Lockhart, and to endeavour to pcF- 
suade him to call upon her with Loudoun 
at his next visit. Mrs. Lee shed tears when 
she mentioned the death of Loudoun's late 
elder sister Caroiine, and i^quested to see an 
degant and affectionate lettei* which Caroline 
had written to Loudoun when in the Wes 
Indies, a few days previous to her death. 
Davidson, the female servant, was sent to fetch 
Mr. Da^h wood's pictui^e (Mrs. Lee's brother,) 
and the man-servant brought coffee; with those 
exceptions, no third person Avas in the room 
during this visrt, which lasted about two hours* 
Wlien Loudoun rose ta take leav« of Mrs. Lee^ 
she requested him to call upon her again on 
Saturday, (the P/th of December,) and which 
he promised to do; Loudoun then sakited Mrs. 
Lee, which she chearfuUy acquiesced in, and 
took his leave of her. 

On Friday, the 1 ffth of December, Loudouia. 
called upon Mrs. Lee, about one o'clock, was 
admitted by her man-servant ; when Loudpim, 
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yrent into the drawing-room IMrs. Lee said, 
" I did not expect you till to-morrow (Satur- 
day,) and that I might have the pleasure of 
seeing you, I have put off xin engagement I had 
for that day." Loudoun recollected that he 
bad anticipated theday of his visit, and apolo- 
gized to Mrs. Lee for so common an error; 
Mrs. Lee asked Loudoun whether he had com- 
municated to Lockhart the wish she had ex- 
pressed to see him; Loudoun told her that he 
had, and that he would endeavour to persuade 
Lockhart to come with him the next time he^ 
called upon her. Mrs. Lee expressed her hope 
that Loudoun would succeed in bringing Iu>ck- 
bart to her house. The conversation turned 
upon books and antient poetical writers; Mrs. 
Lee said, that Anacreon was one of her favour- 
ite poets, though she disliked poetry in general;- 
Loudoun said that he had an excellent translar 
tiori of the Odes of Anacreon and Sappho's 
Fragments; which Mrs. Lee expressed a desire 
to sec. Loudoun said she should hav^ it to 
read. Mrs. Lee i^quested Loudoun to read 
Vaillant's Travels into the Interior of Africa, 
and give her his opinion of those travels at his 
next visit. Loudoun left tlie two pamphlets 
which he had promised Mrs. Lee on the 14th 
ef December. • Mris. ; Lee told Loudoun that 
«bc intended to have gone to Bath in a short 
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time, but that she had just resolved to defer 
her leaving London : Loudoun rose to take his 
leave of Mrs. Lee, when she fixed upon Satur- 
day, the 24th of December, for his next visit. 

On Saturday, the 24th of December, about 
one o'clock, Loudoun called upon ^Irs. Lee, 
according to her appointment; before he was 
seated, Mrs. Lee said " I had a presentiment 
that your brother would not come with you, 
and I think that I know the reason; he has 
probably heard that my opinions are sceptical, 
and that I have made many enemies by having 
become a sceptick, which I suppose is the cause 
of his not accompanying you ; however, you 
may tell him, if you please, if he will let me 
see him, that I will never introduce the subject 
of religion." Loudoun replied, "that be was 
not aware of Lockhart being acquainted that 
Mrs. Lee had imbibed sceptical opinions, and 
that he believed Lockhart to be too liberal in 
his sentiments to make that the cause of his not 
accompanying Loudoun to call upon her." 
Mrs. Lee then said, " What is the reason th^i^ 
that Lockhart does not come with you?'^ 
Loudoun replied, " I am ignorant of his rea- 
sons, but I well know that he has a larger ac- 
quaintance than he can possibly visit. " Loudoun 
told Mrs. Lee his opinion upon Vaillant*s 
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Travels, " that be had been amused in reading 
them, but that he should have been better 
satisfied if he had seen the cabinet of curiosities 
which Vaillant asserts he had collected in 
Africa, particularly as some doubt remained in 
Loudoun's mind as to the truth of Vaillant's 
assertions, which were at variance with former 
travellers in Africa." 

Mrs. Lee reminded Loudoun of his iiot hav- 
ing sent Anacreon and the other books, Mra.^ 
Lee told Loudoun that " she had not been out of 
her house for two months." Loudoun perceivings 
the state of her mind, requested Mrs; tee t(> 
use exercise and other recreation, ^nd proposed 
her going to see a pantomime,^ which is usually 
performed at Christmas; Mrs, Lee in somef 
•measure consented to go, but mentioned one 
obstacle Avhich prevented her, and that wes " the 
fear of being insulted at the theatre :" after Mrs. 
Lee had stated in strong colours her " dread of 
insult," Lpudoun offered to go with Mrs. Lee 
t0 the theatre, and protect her. Mrs. Lee gave 
her approbation, and laughed, Mi-s. Lee men-* 
tioned her having had a dream, atnd if Loudoun 
would permit it, she would read it to him: she 
then read the dream hereafter inserted, and 
made some remarks upon its extraordinary 
nature, and said that *'thetime of herdream- 
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ing it was equally remarkable with the dream 
itself, having been a few days before the ap{>ear- 
ance of the late meteor, "with Avhich phenomenon 
Mrs. Lee appeared to think her dream might 
have some connexion. Loudoun observing Mrs. 
Lee's anxiety upon the subject of her dream, 
said that "it would probably bear some kind of 
elucidation, and that if she would entrust 
him with the paper on which it was written, 
he would endeavour to suggest some ra- 
tional interpretation of it." Mrs. Lee coii- 
sented to let him have the dream, provided that 
Loudoun would promise upon his honour to 
shew her hand-writing to no one, Avith the ex« 
ception of Lockhart : the promise being made, 
Mrs. Lee carefully erased her name from the 
bottom of the paper containing her dream, and 
gave it to Loudoun for interpretation. The 
rest of the conversation was general ; no third 
person was in the'room during this visit, which 
lasted about two hours: when Loudoun rose 
to take his leave of Mrs. Lee, she said that she 
still hoped to see Lockhart, and made an ap- 
pointment of some future day for Loudoun *i» 
next visit. He observed, " it was not custo- 
mary with him to be conjSned to any particular 
day to visit his friends, and that in future he 
intended to call upon Mrs* Lee occasionally^'* 
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' The following is the dream which Mrs. Le6 
gave Loudoun Gordon to interpret. 

" At about three o'clock in the morning, as 
the Watchman afterwards informed me, and as 
I -guessed, I thought I looked towards the 
South East and beheld the sun gloriously bright^ 
rising amidst clouds tinted with gold. 1 never 
in my Avaking hours saw this phenomenon so 
beautiful. Gazing on it, I thought I exclaim- 
ed ^ it is but three o'clock and quite dark in 
our hemisphere, yet the sun is rising! that is 
strange.' As I was musing on this deviation 
from the usual course of nature, I directed my 
eyes towards the North East, and perceived 
the moon pale and rather clouded ; but on each 
side were two luminaries like suns, which 
gradually enlightened her, till all the three 
bodies had the appearance of globes of fire. 
While I was observing them with pecuhar 
delight^ suddenly the most magnificent edifice 
that the human imagination can form, raised 
itself out of the three fiery orbs. Its columns 
were immense and roughly studded, in the way 
of fret work, with previous stones; the floor 
was glassy, but the roof and upper parts were 
80 immensely high that I could not discern 
them; the.architecture was complicated, and I 
had not time to analyze it; but neverwasmy mjnd 



\ 



42 

so strongly impressed with the ideas of beauty, 
grandeur and power. I was absorbed in deep 
meditation; when I opened my eyes and heard 
the Watchman call 'past three o'clock.' I had 
before mentioned the hour during my sleep, 
which is a very remarkable circumstance." 

The following is the interpretation which 
Loudon Gordon returned to Mrs Lee's fiction. 

December 97, 180S, 
Dear Madam. 

Before I submit my thoughts 
to you upon the subject of the dream which 
you have done me the honour to communicate 
to me, allow me to assure you Madam, that it 
is not my intention to enter the lists as a 
champion for the truth of Christianity, which 
could gain nothing, and might be injured by 
my mistatement of those arguments, or mis* 
application of those evidences which certainly 
deserve our most serious consideration. 

. *' Tlie sun rising gloriously bright in thq 
South East," exactly represents the first appear- 
ance of Je$us Christ in Judaea. He is fre- 
quently stiled "the Sun of Righteousness," 
•*the Light of the World," and "the the true 
Light." " The clouds tinted with gold,'* 
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pourtray the mental darkness and error, which 
at that time, with some few exceptions^ degrad-^ 
ed the whole human race. Tlie ^' moon in the 
' North East" exhibits the first promulgation of 
the Gospel; the North being the quarter of the 
globe always first named, may figuratively ex- 
press the beginning of any thing; "the moon 
being pale and rather clouded" alludes to the 
temporary humiliation and sufferings of the 
Great Author of our religion. " The two lu- 
minaries, like suns on each side of her," are 
the Father and the Holy Ghost " The gradual 
illumination of the Moon" ishews the progress 
of the great work of the redemption of mankind, 
in the person of Jesus Christ, after the com- 
pletion of which, our Saviour ascended into 
heaven and became one of the " three globes of 
fire." "The globes of fire" most happily illus- 
trate the only idea we can form of the Trinity ; 
fire having been allowed to be in all ages tb^ 
purest symbol of the deity. "The peculiar 
dehght which you felt at observing" such 
glorious objects, is the natural effect upon the 
human mind, arising from the contemplation 
of the wonderful M^ork« of God. " The magj* 
nificpnt edifice which raised itself out of the 
three fiery orbs" is Christianity. " The immense 
columns" are the cardinal virtues; " their being 
fOjugbly spudded ii^ the way of fret work" 
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marks the difficulty of persevering in a virtn- 
ous course of life amidst the tem{>tations and 
miseries of this world. "The precious stones" 
strikingly pourtray the innate beauty of virtue. 
"The glassy floor*' beautifully symbolizes the 
tranquillity and serenity of mind, Avhich ac- 
companies the true disciples of Christianitj\ 
" The roof and upper parts of the edifice being 
so immensely high that you were unable to 
discern them," shews us the weakness and ab- 
surdity of our endeavouring to scan the^ays of 
Providence, or to weigh the councils of omni- 
potence in the balance of poor human reason. 
No wonder Madam that " the architecture" of 
the great fabrick of revealed religion should 
have appeared "complicated" to you, and that 
" you should not have had time to analyze" 
those mysteries which "angels desire in vain to 
know, and which " the devils believe and 
tremble." 

It is impossible to consider the doctrines of 
Christianity without being impressed as you 
were with the highest ideas, of which the human 
tnxnd is susceptible of *^ the beauty, grandeur, 
atid power" of the great author of our exis- 
tence. 

Tliat frequent meditation upon this, . of all 
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other, most important subjects, may tranquil- 
lize your mind and make you as superior to the 
calamities which human nature is heir to, a» 
your abilities are to the far greater part of 
mankind, i& the sincere wish of, Dear Madam, 

Your most faithful Servant, . 

L. H. Gordon. 

P. S. Lockhart presents his respects to you 
Madam, and hopes that you will see him on 
Friday Morning next, when he proposes to do 
himself the honour of calling upon you. 

I take the liberty of returning the paper 
which you did me the honour to entrust to my 
care. 

Lockhart and Loudoun Gordon called upon 
Mrs. Lpe about One o' Clock on Friday the 
SOth of December. After the usual ceremonies 
which take place of course between old acquaint- 
ance who have not met for many years; Lock- 
hart, paid Mrs. Lee some common-place com- 
pliments upott her good looks. After dome 
indifferent conversation, Lockhart observed 
that he had been angry at not having his boots 
properly cleaned that Morning: Mrs L^e said 
".what are you ever angry, and you too who 
^ye a Christian?" She added ^* I am sure 
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that I of all others ought to beKeve in a God, 
for I am quite astonished how I have been 
supported, having suffered eveiy, even pecu- 
niary distress/' Mrs. Lcc asked after Lock- 
hart^s mother. Lockhart said that she was 
well. Mrs. Lee replied ^^ I am happy to hear it, 
for she is a most wonderful woman, but I think 
her principles are too rigid, do not you think 
so?" Lockhart replied, ^' I think it impassrible 
that any principles can be too rigid with regttd 
to virtue." 

Mrs. Lee gave a most disgraceful account of 
the conduct towards her of those wlw by all 
laws of God and nature ought to be her pro- 
tectors, and which excited pity in Lockhart 
and Loudoun, as it must have done in any man 
who had heard the story which she then related. 
Mrs. Lee reminded Lockhart of former days^ 
and said that "he used to call her Dash when 
she resided at his mothen's, and thumlet at Iher 
door and say Dash 1 I will, come In;?!. Mre. 
Lee said "she used generally t6 ppen lihe door?» 
Lockhart said that 5' it had often given him j^um 
when he recollected how roughly and in how 
school-boy like a manner he had * treated Misi^ 
Dash wood at that time." Mrs, Lee said '**you 
did not treat me ill, I always took it as a mark 
of your affection, I thought you a fine, gen^ous^ 
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open hearted boy." Nothing else material 
passed; Mrs, Lee said ** she should always be 
very happy to see Lockhart." Lockhart ob- 
served to Loudoun, after having taken leave 
of Mrs. Lee, that he " regretted having seen 
her, and was sorry for her unhappy sitiiation, 
and that he would not on any account, now h€ 
had renewed his acquaintance, have Mrs. Lee 
suppose that he treated her ^rith neglect, and. 
that he should therefore leave his card at Ifitt 
house occasionally." 

4 

On Sunday Night the 1st of January, 1 804„ 
when Loudoun returned home, he found a 
parcel containing two books which he had lent 
to Mrs. Lee, and the following letter. 

January 1, 1804. 
Your interpretation to the dream is 
replete with ingenuity and good sense; the 
former abounds when you launch into the 
regions of fancy, the latter predominates when 
you confine yourself to probabilities. And 
here let me caution you against giving scope 
to ^^mimick fancy," which often whilst she 
flatters your- vanity, and amuses your mind, 
is leading your senses astray. 



The epitj^t of '^the Sun of Righteousness, 
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though not new, is exceedingly beautiful, 
alluding no doubt to that person M^ho certainly 
was a light to some of his follo\vers, who for 
. the most part were vicious and ignorant. Some 
of the early mystical writers have tenned him 
"the Day spring." I am much pleased with 
your renlark upon "the hnmense columns.' 
Your observation upon "the precious stones" 
is beautifuL The illustration of "the glassy 
floor" is very happy. I ' am fully convinced * 
that virtue is congenial to the human mind j 
but in the present state of the world, the practice 
of it is attended with difficulty : I say in the 
present state of the world, for the serenity 
which accompanies virtue is so persecuted as 
almost to render it unattainable. 

Vain indeed! is our attempt to scan the 
ways of Providence; "the immense fabrick'* 
has been adapted by its wise author for pur- 
poses only known to' himself. 

The natural attraction which we feel towards 
those whom we have known in the days of 
childhood, induces me to express a wish to see 
you in. the course of next .week; with sincere 
good wishes, I subscribe myself, 

Yours truly, 

F. A. Lee. 



* * 
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:Tfae parcel coiitaiMn^ tibe books and the 
above letter, wasseafedwiflircd wax, the seal 
iiearing the impression of the Anchor of Hope. 






. . In coiii^eqiDeface f *of > }Ar». Lee 's request; 
:Loud6ua called upon her cm Monday the Snd 
i)f January, 1^04, aboiitt one. o'clock; San^ 
Hunt, the female servant, who opened the 
door, t^ld Loudoun; that Mrs. Lee was gone 
to Hammersmith ; Loudoun left word that he 
should Call the following day. On Tuesday 
Morning the 3d of January,' Lpudoun calletl 
upon Mrs.^ Lee about one o'clock ; Mrs. Lee 
came to Loudoun in the dining room from the 
drawing rooni, and apologised for not having 
it in her power to remain with him that mom*- 
ing, an uJie^tpected visitant hdving called upoft 
h&t dn particular business^ and Mrs. Lee said 
^ Loudoun, would come <m Thursday next^ 
she should take care to be disengaged. Mrs. 
Lee said "I was going th write you a note not 
to comri to day^ but I feared you would not 
receive it* early enough to prevent it." Lou- 
doun took his leave of Mrs. Lee and said that 
jshe might expect him on Thursday. 

• tmidtMitt Mi/g otherdie 6rigaged 6n ThUrS^ 
day, wrote the following note to Mrs. Lee. 
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Mr. Loudoun H. Gordon presents 
respects to Mrs. Lee, he is extremely sorry 
that the unfavourable state of the weather 
should have, prevented him. from having the 
honour of calling upon Mrs. Lee this morning^ 
which he hopes she will forgive. Mr. Gordon 
proposes calling upon Mrs. Lee on Sunday 
morning next 

Thursday y January 5^ 1804. 

• * . 

, On Piiday Loudoun' received the following 
'better by the post from MrSb Lee. 

* 

Dear Sir, 

. . I was much surprized at not 
paving the plealsure of your company this 
morning, which I expected. I shall be at homiB 
both on Sunday and Monday next, and shaB 
be happy to. sefyou upon either of those days* 

I am, 
, Dear Sir, 

Yours truly, ^ 

- R A. Lcc; 

January 5, 1 804. 

This letter was sealed with red wax, the seal 
liear^ng.the i.. pression of the Anchor of Hope. 

Qn Sunday morning, the 8th of January^ 
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about one o' clqck, Loudoun called upon Mrs. 
Lee^ she compKmented Loudoun upon his in- 
terpretation of her dream; some conversation 
about dreams was started by Mrs. Lee, Loudourt 
said, ^^ that Mrs. Lee's dream, from the cir-' 
cumstance of its being a morning dream, must, 
according to. the antient poets, be a true 



one," 



^' Post mediam noctem cum somnla vera.'' 

Horace. 

Loudoun reminded Mrs. Lee of some beau- 
tiful lines on the pleasure arising from dreams 
in Ovid's Epistle from Sappho to Phaon, as 
Mr. Pope had translated it, beginning 

^' O night, more pleasing than the brightest day, 
When Fancy gives what absence takes a way; 
And drest in all its visionary charms, 
Restores my fair deserter to my arms." &c. 

Loudoun said that Brutus was probably 
sleeping when the phantom which is said to 
have called itself his evil genius, appeared to 
him. Loudoun asked Mrs. Lee whether she 
ever heard of Alexander's dream; Mrs. Lee 
begged Loudoun to relate it. He said, " that 
Alexander had a remarkable dream before he 
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undertook the conquest of Persia ; a phantom 
habited in the dress of the Jewish High Priest; 
having appeared to him during sleep, and as-** 
*ured him of success. When Alexander ap-* 
prbached Jerusalem, the High Priest, followed 
by many others, went out to meet him, and to 
implore the clemency of the Conqueror, who 
prostrated himself before the High Priest, and 
then Alexander related his dream." Loudoun 
added, that ^'Augustus paid so much deference 
to dreams, that he was not indifferent to what 
others dreamed about him." Mrs. Lee seemed 
to agree with Loudoun, that it was not im- 
possible that dreams might be sent us for useful, 
purposes, 

Mrs, Lee said, " Loudqun, I have somc- 
tliing very particular to communicate to you ;" 
Loudoun asked her what it was ; Mrs. Lee said, 
*^ that she thoug;ht it right to caution Loudoun 
in time against becoming enamoured of her; 
>she therefore requested Loudoun, whenever he 
cam^ to see her, to suppose that she was old 
and ligly ; that she was unconscious of being 
either^ and therefore it i^as the more likely that 
s^s Loudoiin was young, he might be ensnared 
by her attractions." 

■ • 

Loudoun, who had long conceived atl aflfec^ . 
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tion for Mrs. T^e, replied, " that her caution 
he had no doubt was intentionally good, but 
happily he hoped for himself it was too late, as 
his happiness was already in her hands; that 
from his childhood he had ever retained a per 
culiar penchant for Mrs. Lee ; he called to her 
remembrance some of their childish eijidear- 
ments, and ended by saying that he had ac- 
counted that one of the most unhappy days of 
his life on which he heard of Mrs. Lee's mar- 
riage, which had placed the object of his af- 
fections into the arms of another," Mrs. Lee 
asked Loudoun "how he had become acquainted 
with the circumstance of her marriage/' and said 
that ^'he was too young lohave conceived any 
other than a childish affection for her, when 
they had formerly lived together at his mother's.* 
Loudoun repUed, that "the affection which he 
conceived for, sfnd expressed to^irs^ Lee in his 
earlier days, was unalterable." Mrs. Lee then 
acknowledged that her affection for Loudoun 
wa9 reciprocal, and that "she loved him.^' 
Mrs, Lee said^. " what is it you propose to 
yourself;" leaning at the same time over the 
table, and taking hold of one of Loudoun's 
hands^ " do you wish to live with me in this 
house ? if you did wish it, you could not, for 
xny husband resides ^vithin two streets of me," 
Loudoun replied; ** he had fixed on no positive 

p. 3 
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plan :" and at that time arose from his chair; 
and frequently saluted and embraced Mrs. Lee, 
Mrs, Lee appeared pleased at this, and it was 
evident that Loudoun and Mrs. Lee had a mu- 
tual affection for each other, vhich it was 
equally the wish of both to indulge. Mrs. Lee 
axked Loudoun ^'M'hat the world Mould say if an 
union between them was to take placer" Lou- 
doun replied in the language of Pope— 

*^ Love free as air at sight of human ties, 
Spreads its Hght wings, and in a moment flies.'* 

Mrs. Lee said, " So you really wish me to 
become your pretty little mistress ?" Loudoun 
replied, " human ties forbid you to be any 
thing else at present than the mistress of my 
souL" Some other conversation passed on this 
subject, which is immaterial. 

Mrs. Lee asked Loudoun if he had ever read 
Hawkins Browne's Poem on the Immortality of 
the SouL As Loudoun had not read it, the 
produced a manuscript in her own hand- writitig; 
with some extracts from that poem, and which 
she begged Loudoun to read to her; after hav* 
rng read some lines, she told him, if he wished 
it, to take the extracts home, and read them at 
his leisure. Loudoun then arose and wished 
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Mrs. Lee good morning, after having Baluted 
her : he had been with Mrs.. Lee without any 
third person being present about two hours : 
she appointed some future day for him to call. 

About eleven o'clock the same night, the 8th 
of January, 1 804, Loudoun rapped at Mrs.' 
Lee's door, and the man-servant who opened 
it said, that his mistress was gone to bed r 
Loudoun intended to have seen her, but finding 
that she was in bed, left word that he should 
call in the morning. 

On Monday morning, the 9th of January, 
about twelve o'clock, Loudoun called upon 
Mrs. I^e, at her house in Bolton Row ; David- 
son, the female servant, who opened the door 
to Loudoun, put into his hands the following 
note from Mrs. Lee. 

r 
I 

^ " I can only attribute the rash actibn which- 
you committed last night to intoxication; it is' 
therefore impossible for me to see you until I 
receive an apology; indeed unless you intend 
to visit me as the friend of your infancy, per- 
l^ps it would be better, just at present, if you 
were to discontinue all personal intercourse. " 
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In consequence of thia note Loudoun did not 

expre$s ^ wish to see Mr$, Lee. 

. ■ . * 

■ ^ - ^ • * * • 

.In the evening of,the;a8Aie day, Loudoun «*» 
turned to Mrs. Lee's house, between seven and 
eight o'clock, and gatf |o her man-servant who 
opened the door, the following letter fiwr Mw. 
Lee; the servant said his mistress was very 
unwell« and would. notice ^ble to seie a^y .o»j?- - 

, pth Jamiaiy, 1804* 
Deab Madam, 

You do me justice by at* 
tributing the rash action which I unhaf^piily 
committed last night to intoxication i ! ! to in^. 
toxication of my souJ, Madam^r—I dined at my 
l^r^ther's lodgings by myself, and dranic no 
wine, as he vrah from home ; h^t I had drank 
too freely in the morning of. the most deliicioua 
potion which I shall ever taste, not to' feel its 
effects, whicJi wUl be fatal indeed, showdd ahey 

oecisioa your lasting displeasure, 

■ • . 

Forgive, Madam, the only action of my life 
which ishall'OCQasion your anger; do not diive 
me to despair; do but see me, and treat n^liic^ 
a do^» J deserve, I am, ' 

Dear Madam, 
Your most wretched servant, 

L. H. GORDON. 
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A% soon as Mrs. Lee had read this letter, she 
sent to request Loudoun to walk up stairs. 
When the servant had gone out of the drawing-^ 
Toohij Loudoun knelt down upon one knee, took . 
hold of Mrs. Lee's hand, and looked earnestly 
m her faeei : Mrs. Lee laughed at sp tragi-comic 
an attitude, and said " Loudoun/^ it Was not 
kind 't)f you to calt in the evening; why did 
you coitie so late?" Loudoun seeing Mrs. 
IL-ee's good huteonr, and that his letter had 
been a suflS^ieht apology, Kissed her hand and 
arose. Loudoun could account for Jiis conduct 
in no other way tlian by ttiat expressed in his 
letter which she had just read. * A table at this 
time divided them ; Mrs. Lee saidf ta Loudoun 
" move your chair:*' she at tlie -Ik^t time 
moved her own, knd the chairs i*i which 
Loudoun; and Mrs. Lee sat, Came in conse^ 
q.uenoe close together. After endearing salu- 
tations and embraces which frequently suc- 
ceeded each other during three hours,* the whole 
plan of elopement was matured by mutual con- 
sent. Loudoun proposed a journey into Wales ; 
Mrs., Lee asked if '^he meant to take her to ai 
Welch inn," the thought of which she appeared 
to dislike ; he replied that "he would endeavouy^ 
toprocure a cottage for her." Mi^. tee said "she 
hoped that Loudoun would succeed;" he asked 
her whether she meant to take her servants with. 
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her: Mrs, Lee said, " Oh, no! I can travel 

without servants, and we can procure Welch 
servants when we are at our journey's epd." 
Mrs. Lee said, *' that the elopement must be 
contrived without the knowledge of her own 
servants, especially as Davidson, the female 
servant, had lived in Mr. Lee's family," who, 
Mrs. Lee hinted, was a spy upon her conduct^ 
and that she had taken Davidson out of Mr. 
Lee's family, to shew them that her conduqt was 
such as not to fear the eye of scrutiny. 

Little did Mrs. Lee then imagine that I 
should ever know so much of her prior conduct 
as has since unhappily for myself come to my 
knowledge.^ Loudoun asked Mrs. Lee whether 
she intended to retain hei: present establish* 
ment when she left London; Mrs. Lee said, 
*Vthatshewas paying two hundred and fifty 
pounds a year for her house in Bolton Row^ 
and that, as well as the servants, would be an 
unnecessary expence." Mrs. Lee then took a 
book bound with morocco leather and which 
had steel clasps; when opened, Loudoun ob« 
served it to be partially filled with her own 
hand-writing. Mrs. Lee looked for a particu- 
lar passage, and pointed out to Loudoun the 
following words : " It is my determination to 
pass the remainder of my life in the society of 
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a male companion, and with him to follOMT the 
plan of a sect in Germany, who lead a mo- 
nastic life, with the exception of celibacy/* 
After Loudoun had read that passage, she said 
^^ you see how unnecessary it will be to keep 
this house and my servants, and therefore it 
would be better to discharge them, with the 
exception of Sarah Hunt, my cook, who has^ 
been with me for six years, and to whom I am 
much attached." Mrs. Lee expressed her 
dislike of Davidson. The plan about the house, 
and servants, being so far aiTanged, it was 
agreed that the cook should remain to take 
charge of the house in Bolton Row during Mrs. 
Lee's absence, until some definitive arrange- 
ment could be made. Mrs. Lee said that there 
was one material obstacle to the completion of 
their expedition, and that was, that " she had 
no money, as her dividends would not become 
due until the ensuing month (February).'* 
Loudoun removed that objection, by saying 
that " he had funds adequate to the purpose.'* 
Mrs. Lee seemed pleased at this information: 
Loudoun then proposed bringing a post-chaise 
to-morrow (Tuesday, the 1 0th of January), 
for the purpose of setting out for Wales: Mrs. 
Lee asked, " why he wished to be so precipitate,'* 
and said "you must have some presentiment of 
something evil about to befal me, by wishing 
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to execute our elopement so hastily/* LoudouB 
assured Mrs, Lee that he had no such pre- 
sentiment, and said, ** that when he proposed 
an immediate elopement, he was convinced from 
her own confession, it was only what she her- 
self wished, and that she had too much good 
sense not to lay aside dull forms and prudish 
ceremonies in the conclusion of an affair which 
was so intimately connected with their mutual 
happiness.'* Mrs. Lee allowed the truth of 
LrOudoun's observation, and promised to raise 
no obstacle to prevent the execution of the 
proposed scheme; but she said that "Loudoun 
' must be aware of the difficulty of screening her 
consent to the elopement from her servants, 
and that she had some arrangements to make 
first, and that it would be necessary for her to 
consult a male friend about those arrangements." 
Mrs. Lee described her situation to Loudoun, 
and which she depicted as being insupportable^ 
Loudoun from her own description had every 
reason to suppose that she was very unhappy, 
^nd pointed out the propriety of her confiding 
in some male companion, upon whose bosom 
she could lay her head, and to whom she might 
impart the sorrows of her heart, which he said 
he had reason to fear were too bitter for her to 
bear, but which when divided into separate 
channels would alleviate the burthen tliat she 
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« 

was then ready to sfink under] Mrs. Xee fett 
upon Loudoun*s neck and embraced him, 

Mrs. Lee read Loudoun the construction 
which she herself hatd put upon the dream; it 
began in the following words : " Some imme-^ 
diate and material change is about to take place 
in 'my situation." This change Mrs. Lee said 
^' could allude to nothing less than her union 
With Loudoun:" the remainder of this interpre- 
tation he has forgotten; but Loudoun observed 
to Mrs. Lee that she had been kind enough to 
elucidate it very favourably to their mutual 
^vishes. 

» 

Mrs. Lee asked " what Loudoun's mother and 
Lockhart would think of their elopement. " " He 
replied, that he could not possibly tell." Mrs, 
Lee repeated several times during the evenings 
** What then you really wish me to become 
your little mistress?" the answer was invariably 
^^ the mistress of my soul, Mrs. Lee." 

Mrs, Lee said, " She was convinced that 
^oudoun's mother would highly disapprove of 
her conduct, arid his too, when she heard of 
the elopement; and said that Mrs. Gordon had 
the most unalterable opinions with regard to 
virtue ;^ tliat she used sometimes^ in oi'der tp^ 
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tcdze Mrs. Gordon, to observe that "she (Mrs. 
Lee) conceived there was no sin in the com- 
mission of fornication.'' Mrs. Lee said that 
" Mrs. Gordon always rebuked her warmly, and 
ordered Mrs. Lee to read instantly a certain 
chapter in the New Testament, denouncing 
punishment for the sin of fornication. '* 

LoudoUn said, " that he wished before he left 
Mrs. Lee, to have a promise that she would 
perform her intention of eloping, (as she said it 
was impossible for them to reside together in 
London,) and fix the day for that purpose; he 
requested that it should not be delayed beyond 
Saturday." Mrs. Lee promised " to raise no ob*^ 
stacle in the way of thie elopement; and that if 
Loudoun would give her until next Thursday 
(the 12th of January) to arrange every things 
she would upon that day fix x time fof theii 
leaving London." During the last three hours 
Mrs. Lee's and Loudoun's chairs had been close 
together; the inter\^als of cessation in conver- 
sation were filled up by mutual and warm em- 
braces. About eleven o'clock, Loudoun rose 
to wish Mrs. Lee good night; she presented 
Loudoun with her pocket handkerchief, and he 
gave Mrs. Lee his own in return. It is to be 
remarked that the handkerchief which Mrs. 
Lee gave to Loudoun was marked L. 9: the 
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number nine is a perfect number; nine is also 
a mystic number, representing perfection, and 
no doubt alluded to Mrs. Lee's perfect loveand 
submission to Loudoun; Mrs. Lee has made 
some proficiency in the knowledge of the ab* 
struse sciences. 

<< that handkerchief 
Did an ^Egyptian to my mother give : 
She was a charmer, and could almost read 
The thoughts of people. She told her, while she kept it, 
'T would make her amiable, and fubdue my Either 
Entirely to her love ; but, if she lost it, 
Or made a gift of it, my father's eye 
Should hold her loathly, and his spirits should hunt 
After new i^ncies : She, dying, gave it me ; 
And bid me, when my fate would have me wive 
To give it her. I did so : and take heed on't. 
Make it a darling like your precious eye ; 
To losc't or giv't away, were such perdition, 
' As nothing, else could match. 

There is magic in the web.'* 

On Tuesday Afternoon Loudoun wrote the 
following letter to Mrs. Lee. 

* 

January 10, 1.804. 
Mt Dear Madam, 

You have indeed put my 
fortitude to the tes^ by commandmg me to 
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absent myself for two whole days from all that 
IS dear to me; in this instance, as in every othfi^ 
I sliall submit myself to your better judgment 
and discretion; .fly, fly away- ye sluggish hoilrs^ 
that I may behold tlie only object ia thjs world 
worthy of my contemplation and adoration^ 

I entrust this- letter to the penny post for 
fear of exciting: suspicion, wheie it may . he 

fatal. v/r r .; ^ 

Think of me,; and believe me to -feft "^ 

My dearest Madam^ 

Your faithful and affectionate 

L. H. Gordon.* 

^ Mrs, Lee in her conversation with me on Mopday 
night the 9lh of January, expressed her fear of what might 
happen, nl^ning her dre^d of my being ktHed in k dticil }n 
consequence of my elopemehl with her ; .'she said that ^^slie 
should require the most ample protection.'^ The time of 
leaving London, independant of the above, is an additional 
reason for havihg pistols. And let itie ask iiit reader, male 
or female, what man is so iric^utiour aS to tfope Wift^a 
woman without pistols ; ' and what married irooian would 
be willing to go, unless she had previous knowledge of his 
having them for her protection ? 

* ■ 

I ' . I ' 

As a proof that the elopement was agreed upon en Mctid^f 

night, the 9th of January, I lay before tbe public the following 

memofanduro, acc^unpanying the present of a brace of piftols^ 

which Lockhart gave to me on Wednesday -MonHfig-tW 

nth ef January, . * ' 
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V pa Wedine^dj^ Evening Loudouu received. 
the foUowing letter frgm Mrs. Lee. 

" You hOtVe drawn a true and faithful 
picture of my situation, but you have pro- 

V 
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** l4et it be indelibly impressed on your mind, that th€^ 
trifling present which accompanies this letter, was given 
you for the protection of your own honour, and the defence 
of an injured woman, who deserves your love, and com* 
ttiands your respect, by sacrificing every thing desirable in 
t^i^ world, for the sake of your society. Never argue. 
n^ver dispute; avoid a first quarrel as you would a pestilence^ 
sleep in different beds; never dress in the same room| 
observe the most scrupulous delicacy at all times and upop 
all occasions; enjoy, but do not abuse, the mystic rights of 
Vcsnuf, 

Believe that this advice is given you from an earnest 
wish for your future happiness, and is the result of much 
ghservation. This is the last time that I sh9ll ever give you 
^y advice unasked for— — ->vive valeque." 

Loudoun related the above letter to Mrs. Lee, on Sunday 
idght in the post chaise; when he repeated *M>y sacrificing 
evefy thing dfsirable iq this world for the sake of your 
society," Mrs. Lee said " then you allow Lockhart that J 
sacrifice every thing for the sake of Loudoun's society." 
Lockhart answered, ^' Mrs. Lee you must depend on your** 
selves for society." 



This letter is another convincing proof that it was not 
X4C»ckhart's intention, to participate in the elopement, had 
not Mrs. Lee by her artful letter of the nth, and invitation 
tf the iitk of January, induced him afterwards to do so. 
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posed strange means of alleviating it By my 
consenting to yonr proposal you will gain 
much, and I shall lose the little which I still 
possess; neither your age nor your situation 
will be able to - afford me that protection and 
support which will be necessary. Consult your 
heart, consult your reason, and let me know 
the result. If pleasure were my object, neither 
my mind nor body are at present in a state 
which would make the enjoyment of it desirable 
to 'me. You must be well aware of the opinion 
which the world will form of you and me. 
You say that you are my friend, prove it by 
the sacrifice of a youthful passion. When you 
were a boy I perceived in you generous senti- 
ments, let me see that time has not destroyed, 
but matured them. You say tl>at you will 
submit to my better judgment and discretion, 
I now exact from you the fulfilment of your 
promise. My determmation is fixed, and 
those who will not second it are not my friends. 
Communicate this letter to your brother ^^d 
believe me to be, 

Yours truly, 

Jr« A« JLefit 
January 11, 1804, 

In consequence of the above, Loudoun 
called upon Mrs. Lee with the two following; 
letters. 
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My Dearest Madam, 

If you assent to my 
proposition, I shall gain an inexhaustible source 
of felicity; you will lose the pity of the igno- 
rant and the prejudiced. The protection that 
I have to offer you Madam, is the strength of 
body and mind, the courage and the life of . a 
man, not unused to danger. My age, Madam, 
has been matured by adversity, the only 
school of true philosophy; my situation, though 
it is not what I could wish, nor what my edu- 
cation and birth might have led me to expect^ 
is rendered less irksome, by the possession and 
enjoyment of that inestimable treasure, mens 
conscia recti, which can neither be purchased 
nor stolen. I have consulted my heart, and 
would have plucked it out had it dared to think 
you less than the most perfect of human beings. 
I have consulted my reason in a low, but clear 
voice, it whispered praise. Pleasure, name it 
HOt my heart, for I have found no traces of 
you imprinted there.. If the union of conge- 
nial souls can be rendered more complete by 
tbexinion of their bodies, obey Madam the first 
mandate of God and of nature, or tremble at 
the thoughts of your disobedience. The world 
Madam is unworthy of you ; the false opinion 
which it will probably fonn with regaxd to your 
coixduct, will never be able to shake your con- 
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Ktancy or fortitude. la obedience ta yo*i 
colftmainds I have communicated your letter to 
my brother ; he respects, he admires you, and 
h€ says that he will ptotect you at the hauearA 
of his lii^ a^fid fortunes. I can feel^ though i 
canftot cxpte^ \<^iiat I airi to you, more thiil 
€ti2tt I atciy 

My Drearest Madam, 

Your sincere and affectionate^ 

L. R GordoiL 

Mr D£Alt MADA!if, 

I consent with all my heari 
to every thought, word and expression con-* 
taihed ih Loudoun's answer to your letter^ 
which you did me the honour to desire him ta 
comihuhicate td me. If Loudoun deceives you 
Mrs. Lee, I will certainly blow his brains out^ 
and then we shall both be eternally damned as 
we shall most richly deserve. Strong feelings 
burst the fetters of ceremony, and eicpress 
themselves in thfe tiiltutored language of nature^ 
Mrs. Lee will find in Lockhart Gordon a fritod 
^ho has a head to conceive, a heart to feel, 
and a haiid to execute whatever may cotidtl^^ 
to Mrs. Lee's happiness. 

I have the honour to be, fc^ 

L. Gordon. 

William Martin the mau-servant immediately 
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t^Htit M^s. J^ee 1^4 jt*€^4 ^ ^wp let^;-^, 9^ff^? 
WtQ the dmisig .r^9? ia^4 s?i4 itl^?* feis Ij^istrje^ 

vent into ;the ftr^^ing jSiQow {ujid ^gilut^^ ]V^'s. 
Lee. Mrs. I^ee mi tk^ she hftji c<Mif3jd,^^4 
the male friend she had J^poik/e.ii gf^o J^ijdpuB, 
the last time he was tWAtb her, ^ho h^d ^iss^^- 
ed her (fram eloping, iajL s.ojftiething iijve 4ibf 
following words. " If you stand yPW girou^\4 
you are acting a proper part ; but if you take 
the »step jo£ .do^ixvent y^u .;^ill J^t the ]^IU 
hounds loose upon you." A good diep,l of 
conversation, which Loudoun has forgotten, 
then passed about t;he xelppeipqntj ^b^t it 
coai^mQed ihim thsft Mi's. Lee was as willing 
ito undcEtaikeitheiexpqtlHion a^>shei)^ 
herself to b^.oii the pjjeceding ]\^<>?Hlay. Lou- 
doun frequently }S^lutqd Mrs. L^e, ;and once 
got up and shewed iiqrth^ pa^^ftge in the letter, 
bc^i^nte^^^If'theu^HJn,'' which she did not 
a^fetes^pt to refute. Mrs. Lee then requested 
Loudoun to go and see her picture at J^r. 
Cosway's the painter before he next came to 
fftsp \iisit. iLciwtolin 5^d to Mrs. L^e >"jV(nless 
.Ae^dopenleftttftlc€s plaqe ispon, ^qu n^ust never 
«e;&p6ct /tp fSee me again." ^f3.^c .i^roqiiised 
^Stt:lh§re was eyery p^rpbability that .she ^bpi^Jd 
^eable tfp go sopn, find then invited Lojudov^n 
Jtadk«lQrrQn:the.e^.slUI>gS)l^iJ^, akndrefliiegwtsd 
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him to get his hrother Lockhart to accompan}^ 
him, and then they would talk over on that 
day and settle the matter. Upon this condition 
Loudoun accepted the invitation, and when 
Lockhart returned home from dining out the 
same night, Loudoun told Lockhart of Mrs. Lee*8 
engagement After much persuasion Lockhart 
consented to accompany Loudoun at dinner 
with Mrs. Lee. 

Loudoun wrote the following note on Thurs** 
day night to Mrs. Lee. 

My Dearest Madam^ 

Lockhart will do himself 
the honour of accompanying me at dinnerwith 
you on Sunday next at four o'clock. 
I have the honour to be, 

My dearest Madam, 
Your most sincere and affectionate, 

L H. Gordon^ 

January 12, 1804. 

On Sunday the 15th of January, between 
four and five o'clock in the afternoon, Lock- 
hart and Loudoun Gordon went to Mrs. Lee's 
house in a hackney coach, and were admitted 
by the man-servant, who announced them to 
Mrs. Lee in the di^^wing room, whet^ she was 
sitting with the window open; after the usual 
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expressions of civility, Lockhart asked Mrs " Le» 
if she usually sat with the window open at that 
time of the year ; she replied, that " she thought 
it a very warm day;" however Lockhart shut 
the window, not being of so wann a constitution 
as Mrs. Lee. Mrs. Lee said to Lockhart " were 
you not very much sui'prised at the communi- 
cation Loudoun made to you?" Lockhart said 
that "he was not surprised at any thing so 
natural;" he added "we shall not have time 
to discuss the subject before dinner, and had 
therefore better defer it till afterwards." Mrs. 
JLee said that "she had ordered the dinner an hour 
later on purpose that there might be timeenough 
for the discussion before dinner." Further 
conversation about the elopement then took 
place. Mrs. Lee said "that in a year Loudoun, 
would be running all over the town after 
other women;" Loudoun replied, "Your beauty 
Madam is a sufficient security against that" 
Lockhart said "I think the best thing you 
can do is to go out of town in a post chaise 
this evening." Mrs. Lee laughed; the man 
servant announced dinner, which put an end to 
the conversation. Loudoun handed Mrs. Lee 
down stairs to the eating rOom, the conversation 
was general during the time of dinner. Mrs* 
JLee hobbed a nob, as it is vulgarly called, with 
Lockbarty by placing the bottom of her glasi 

r4 



■'i 



72 

dil the top of Lockharfs, and vice versft ; die 
dame ceremony was repeated with Loudouiv 
ktid no doubt was symbolical of the union 
ivhich it was tfhen Mrs. Lee's intention to/com^ 
|>lete that night 

Some jests past during dinner^ when the 
servant was absent, alluding to the state m 
which Mrs. Lee and Loudoun had agreed to 
live in. Common place conversation took 
place after dinner ; the bottle circulated pretty 
freely ; about seven o'clock Lockhart took out 
his watch and said "the post chaise will be hert 
presently;" Mrs. Lee asked what post chaise? 
Lockhart replied ".the post chaise in which y^a 
and Loudoun are going into Wales/' Mcr 
Lee laughed in a girlish Way, and said to/Lou- 
doun " is he in earnest ?" Loudoun reptied " yes 
he is and I am glad of it, for ^ve now shall be 
fenabled to accomplish what we mutually wiah^ 
but want resolution to effect " Lockhart wiA 
^^ Loudoun you have a trifling present to givis 
Mrs. Lee, come and fetch it." He went round 
the table and Lockhart gave him a ring, and 
tolfl Loudoun to put it on Mrs. Lee's fingeu; 
Lockhart said to Mrs. Lee "it is the r. nly pledge 
of affection which he now has it in ihi& :power 
to give you." Mrs. Lee refused to accept' the 
ling; Loudoun did n(^t even press her to takie 
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it; the ring remained upon the taWe; Some 
conversation which has escaped Loudoun th«i 
took place, when Lockhart said, " we are fuUy 
prepared for the journey, for we have pistols 
for your protection." Mrs. Lee then pose from 
her chair and felt Lockhart's pockets ; he took 
Dut a pistol to prove the ti-uth of what he said 
to Mrs. Lee, and put it again into his pock-et. 
Lockhairt requested Mrs. Lee to put her riding 
Jiabit on, and procure some linen which she 
w^uld require on the journey ; however Mrs. 
liee declined doing so. Mrs. Lee ran round 
*he table and felt Loudoun's pockets ; Lockhart 
idesired Loudoun to go and see whether the 
post chaise was ready; when Loudoun went 
©Ut of the room Mrs. Lee wished to follow him; 
Mrs. Lee w^rtt up stairs, after having rang the 
tell, which the man servant answered. Lou- 
doun in a few minutes came into Lockhart, 
and said the chaise was ready; Lockhart desired 
iLoudoun not to leave Mre. Lee alone, but to 
jgo up to her into Ihe diuwing room; Loudoun 
as he went up stairs, heard Mrs. Lee desire the 
jnan-servant to request Mr, Lockhart Gordon 
»to x:ome into the drawing room. Loudoun 
wint to Mrs. Lee, who was kneeling upon a 
icbaiT, withherfacetothebackofit; he saluted 
Mrs. Lee repeatedly, and embraced her. Lou- 
doun said " come Mrs, Lee there is -no time to 
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be lost, pray put on your habit and take those 
things which you will more immiediately require. " 
Mrs. Lee said "I cannot go; I am not pre- 
pared." After some further conversation, in 
which Mrs. Lee displayed that reluctance which 
was to be expected when the eyes of her servants 
were upon her, Lockhart came into the drawing 
room, and. Loudoun said the chaise is ready. 
Lockhart said "come Mrs. Lee let us go." 
Mrs. Lee then walked towards the door of the 
drawing-room, when she observed Davidson, 
the female servant coming towards her, and 
Sarah Hunt the cook. Davidson came and 
took Mrs. Lee's hand, and said "my Mistress 
shall not go out of her house;" however Mrs. 
Lee did go out, having walked v^ry quietly 
down stairs, through the passage and into the 
post chaise, which was fifty yards from her 
door. The two female servants made a great 
outcry, ignorant that their Mistress was a 
party concerned. Lockhart took a pistol out 
of his pocket to prevent the foolish women 
making a noise; at which they were so alarmed 
that they neither knew what they did nor said. 
As Loudoun and Mrs. Lee were walking towards 
the chaise, they met a man, who afterwards 
proved to be Lord Stair's coachman, to whom 
_Mrs. Lee said, " Who are you, do you know 
me?" She repeated thf question, and then 
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tamed to Loudoun and asked him whether he 
knew whom he was. Loudoun said be did not, 
and it did not signify. Mrs. Lee appeared to 
fear it might be a servant of some neighbour, 
who might recognize her. After they were in 
the post-chaise, she asked Loudoun whether he 
had shut the door of her house. Loudoun re- 
plied, "I left Lockhart there." He then look- 
ed out of the post-chaise door, and saw Lock- 
hart coming from Mrs. Lee's with Loudoun's 
great coat; so little did Lockhart think that 
Mrs. Lee was serious in the opposition 
which she affected to make in her house. As 
soon ag Lockhart got into the chaise he told 
the post-boy to drive on, or he would shoot 
him; a phrase which Lockhart, from having 
been a great sportsman, is very apt to make 
use of. Mrs. Lee's servants were at that time 
bawling out in the street, and Loudoun was 
fearful would pbstruct Mrs, Lee's intended 
elopement 

Before the post-chaise arrived at Tyburn 
Turnpike, Mrs. Lee said, ^^ Do not I support 
lyiy presence of mind wonderfully well.^" The 
conversation . then became general respecting 
the conduct of the servants : Mrs. Lee ,said, 
'* there was no fire in the drawing-room, and 
asked whether we had told her servants not to 
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make one there." Lockhart amired her ^' fiutt 
we had said nothiDg to any of thesi alnmt iki 
plan of elopement" Mrs. Lee seqneated tfaat 
all the windows of the poet-chaise miglit be up^ 
observing at the same time, ^ that as wt wen 
all youngy our breath would not be^ofienaive tor 
each other." Loudoun sat next to Mrs. Lee^ 
who before they had travelled &r, embraced 
Loudoun. When they were about four <M*five 
miles from London, Loudoun felt Mrs. Lee at* 
tempting to take the ring olThis finger, wbi^ hf 
had before offbred to her in die diniog'-room : 
Loudoun took the ring from Mrs. Lee^ wheft. 
she had taken it off his finger, and was going 
to put it upon the fourth finger of her ^%lit^ 
hand, when she said, '^ Pugh ! you {ire gota]^ 
to put it on the wrong hand;" she took the 
Ying from Loudoun, and put it upon thefiilg^r 
of her left hand, which is appropriated to tlie 
tnarriage ring, and -said " In compliance with 
the custom of the world I consent to wear :^hili 
ring." Lockhart said, " I hope the ring fits 
you, Mrs. I^e?" She said, "Yes it does." 
Lockhart replied, " it is a good omen." Mm. 
Lee mentioned her having a ring upon her .miu** 
riage finger, which represented a ^serpent with 
its tail in the mouth. 

Immediately afiter Mrs. Lee had ^ut -the ring 
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«pon her' finger, Lockhart observed her letting 
^own the window, and flinging something ou* 
of it ; he asked, *' What have you thrown away, 
Mrs. Lee?" she replied, "My necklace; it has 
a bag of camphor suspended to it, which was 
my chalTTi against sensual pleasure; but as I 
hare no longer any occasion for it, do not you 
think that I am right ia flinging it a\^ay." 
Loudoun replied, ^^ certainly." 

. Lockhart said that he should return to Lon- 
don from Uxbridge that night. Mrs. Lee thea 
laid, •* it will be infamous in you if you do; 
as you have commenced the journey with 
us, you are in duty bound to continue it; the 
world will never forgive you for deserting us 
now.'* Mrs. Lee would not hear of Lockhart's 
intention to return to London. Lockhart re- 
plied, *^ I never intended to have gone with 
you^ I have no cloaths ; my presence is abso« 
lutely necessary in London, to consolidate my 
interest^ which I am making for a living; and 
I must appear at a ball to-morrow night'* 
Mrs. Lee said, " I suppose you intend to tell 
all the pretty rqisses at the ball that I have 
eloped with Loudoun." Lockhart said, "How 
can you suppose that I could be guilty of such 
an action ; for niy o^vn interest you may be well 
assured of my silence on the subject'* Mrs^ 
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Lee said, " 1 am sure you can go to London 
for no other purpose but to let it be ktiowir 
that I have eloped with your brother." Lock- 
hart assured Mrs. Lee that she was mistaken in 
her ideas altogether; that it was to his- interest 
as well as her's that the world should be igno- 
rant of the elopement. A long altercation^ took 
place between Lockhart and Mrs. Lee, daring 
which Mrs, Lee insisted upon Lockhart** con- 
tinuing the journey into Wales, which at length 
drew from Lockhart a promise that " he would 
remain with them that night; and although it 
would annihilate every prospect which "he had 
m life, yet if slie continued to iusist upon it; 
he would go on with them into Wales, rathef 
than Mrs. Lee should have to accuse, him of 
not consulting her happiness.'* 

At Uxbridge, Lockhart went into the inn, 
where he staid about twenty minutes; Mrs. 
Lee and Loudoun remained in the post-chaise i 
she drank some porter, and Av^hen the other 
chaise was ready, it was at Mrs. Lee's request 
drawn up so closely to the one they were in, that 
Mrs. Lee was able to step from one into the other: 
there were several people employed in changing 
horses and the baggage; Mrs. Lee would not 
permit a lanthorn to be brought near the poist* 
chaise for fear of being seen ; which precaution she 
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did not omit even at the turnpike gates. She 
also particularly charged them both not on any ac- 
count to name the word Lee, so little did she 
wish that her elopement might be known : even 
in the post-chaise if the name of Lee happened to 
be mentioned by Lockhart or Loudoun, they met 
with a very severe rebuke ; and to say the truth, 
Mrs. Lee used much more precaution than 
Loudoun, that they should not be traced by her 
husband. Lockhart proposed that Mrs. Lee 
should sleep at Wycombe, there being a good inn 
at that place : Mrs. Lee expressed a wish to go a 
stage beyond Wycombe, and said " however 
happy I may be to-night, yet local circumstances 
will damp my pleasure at Wycombe ;" alluding no 
doubt to the residence of her reputed father, which- 
was at West Wycombe. 

Lockhart went to sleep, and when he awoke he 
observed, that Mrs. Lee was toying with Loudoun. 
Lckrkhart said, " Well, I see that neither of you 
will be able to hold out beyond Wycombe, so you 
liad better resolve upon sleeping there. Mrs. Lee 
expressed a wish to go on to Tetsworth or Oxford 
that night. 

They changed horses at Wycombe, where no- 
thing material happened : Mrs. Lee aj peared very 
contented^ and at one time went to sleep. At the 



4 

i 



80 

time wc arrived at the kin at Tctsworth the mail, 
and Worcester coach were there i the peopk of 
the inn were in bed. Mrs. Lee was handed out of 
the chaise by Lockhart and Loudoun: supper was 
ordered whilst Loudoun went to choose a bed- 
chamber, and to see the sheets well aired« which 
Mrs. Lee had particularly requested him to. dp i^ 
the post-chaise. Mrs. Lee wished much to have 
some egg wine after supper j there were no cggi 
in the house; the chambermaid asked Mrs. Lee. 
if she wished her bed made in any particular way v 
Mrs. Lee said, " put the mattress on the tpp,ojt 
the feather-^bed." Mrs., Lee eat a. hearty supperi. 
the conversation during supper was on the intend* 
cd use of the Pyramids of Egypt, x^n Grecian 
architecture, and Hicroglyphicks. Sooq aftef 
supper Mrs. Lee went to bed* About t^vci^tjf 
minutes after Mrs. Lee had gone to bed, Loudoun 
rang the bell, and told the chambermaid to go 
and see whether the lady wanted any things the " 
chambermaid returned and told Loudoun that thf 
lady said "she should be in bed in twenty minutes/' 
The chambermaid came into the room where Lock-4 
hart and Loudoun were sitting ; Lockhart de&ir^4 
her to be particularly attentive to Mrs. Lcf j» .. in 
consequence of which she again went to Mrs. Lee, 
knocked at the bed-room door, and ask^d .fepr if 
she could do any thing for her. Mrs. Lee safd^ 
" I ani not in bed yet, but you may tell the ^n^ 



tfeman to come to bed in ten minutes.'* The 
chambermaid communicated Mrs. Lee's mes« 
sage to Loudoun. About forty minutes after 
Mrs. Lee went to bed, Lockhart rang the bell, 
and desired the chambermaid to warm his bed ; 
he went up to his room atld Loudoun with him* 
After they were in the bed-room, Loudoun sent 
the diattibermaid for his portmanteau, and was a 
long dme fumbling about the room, washing his 
tscthf &c. Lockhart wanted to go to bed, and 
said to Loudoun, ** if you do not get out of the 
room I mVL shoot you." Loudoun wanted his 
dressing gown; Lockhart having had some expe* 
rience of the warmth of Mrs. Lee*s constitution In 
th^ post-chaise, told Loudoim that he ought to be 
ashamed of not going to bed; and turning to the 
chambermaid said, ** Did you ever see a fellow 
make such a piece Qf work about going to bed to 
'his own wife?" At last Loudoun went to bed, 
—The curtains were drawn.— 

Monday, January i6th, Mrs. Lee had break* 
fisted before Lockhart and Loudoun came down. 
A long altercation took place between Mrs. Lee 
and Lockhart, in the course of which she called 
him 9 great scoundrel, for ^hing to go to Lon* 
t^n,^ in Of^ to amuse the pretty misses at the 
ball;, he.intttded gomg to diat evening, at her ex^ 
pence. Lockhart endeavoured to convince Mrs* 
Lee that he was obHged to return to London to 



make interest for a family living which was likdjT 
to become vacant* At last Mrs. Lee gave relii£« 
tant consent to Lockhart's returning to London, 
but still believed that Lockhart intended to expose 
her, which no doubt induced her to send the fol- 
lowing letter to Davidson, her female servant. 



fC 



No money, no cloaths, deadi or compliance.'^ 



•After Lockhart left Tetsworth, Mrs. Lee went 
into her bed-room, rang the bell, and desired thft 
chambermaid to send up the mistress of the hou^ 
to her. Mrs. Edmonds went to Mrs. Lee, who 
said, " Can I place any confidence in you?** Mrs. 
Edmonds answered that she hoped she might. 
Mrs. Lee told Mrs. Edmonds that ^^ she had been 
forced from her house in London by the two youbg 
men who came with her/' Mrs* Edmonds ex- 
pressed her sorrow for Mrs. Lee's unhappy situa« 
tion, and offered her ^y assistance that she might 
choose to have, and every accommodation that it 
was in her power to afford her. Mrs. Lee ssud, 
^' Although you see me in this situation, you may 
be assured that I am a person of fortune and con^ 
sequence; did you observe that gentleman ^ who. 
went away just now ? Did he look like a clergy^ 
man?" Mrs. Edmonds replied, *^ that she did not* 
observe the gentleman particularly, and most gen- 
tlemen wore their hair cropped, which ma<^e it. 
di^icult to distinguish ^ clergyman.*' Mrs^.X^cV 



88 . 

asked whether Mrs. Edmonds had observed any 
thing singularnn his appearance or manner ? She 
said, " No, the gentleman looked grave." " He 
is mad (said Mrs. Lee) and very mad too." Mrs. 
Edmonds supposed that Mrs. Lee would not go 
any farther: "O yes, said Mrs. Lee, I shall go 
on;" which put an end to the extraordinary con- 
ference. Mrs. Lee put on her own gown and 
stockings, having worn some belonging to Miss 
Edmonds whilst they were washed;* she borrowed 
a ahawl-of Mrs. Edmonds, and set out very readily 
with Loudoun for Oxfords 

Lockhart desired Mrs. Lee to give him a note 
to her servants for her cloaths, wWch probably 
gave rise to a report of his holding a pistol in one 
hand and a draft m the other to Mrs^ Lee for her 
signature; a thousand lies of the same tendency 
have been circiilated with a view of rendering 
Lockhart's character infamous. 

Lockhart left Tetsworth between two and three 
o'clock on Monday afternoon; Loudoun then 
asked Mrs. Lee at what time she wished to set out 
on their journey towards Gloucester; she- replied 
** We had better dine here, and set out after din- 
ner; Iwish to travel as much as possible by night." 
After dinner, Mrs. Lee, as before related, went into 
her bedchamber to change her gown and stock-- 
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ing>» which had been washed, where sk sCad 
about an hour; she came again info the room^ 
where Loudoun was sittings in apparent good hn- 
mour. The post-chatsc being ready, LoudooA 
handed Mrs. Lee mud it about half-past fimrt 
nothing material happened till dicy arrived at the 
King's Arms bin^ Oxford, where they changed 
horsex, and oidered the post-boy to drive to Mn 
Randall's, haberdasher, in the Hi^ Street, wbtK 
a straw-bonnet, UacJc veil and shawls were puv^ 
diaved according to Mrs. Lee's wish. Mis. Lee 
would neither go into the shc^ to examine the ar-^' 
ticks, nor suffer Mr. Randall to bring a candle ttS 
the post-duu%e that she might see them. The' 
bill being paid diey wmit as far as NortUeadi that 
night, having changed horses and the past-chaist 
at Witney. Ac the various turnpikes throu^ 
which they pasji.ed, if the person who cameibr the 
toll brought a candle, Mrs. Lee expressed her 
anger, so anxious was she to travel unknown* 
Mr*. Ixc desired Loudoun to choose a bed*' 
chamber, and to see that the sheets were aired at 
Northkach. Mrs. Lee eat very heartily at supper^ 
and drank egg wine enough to compensate for her 
not liaving been able to obtwi any on thife prece- 
ding night at Tetswordi. Durit^ supper at 
Northkach, Mrs. Lee, wishing Loudoun and her- ■ 
self to be in private, told the servant-maid that 
she need not w^t at table. About an hour after 
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'^Of^>er ^frs, Lee went to bedr when the chamBer«i 
maid told Loudoun that Mrs, Lee was gottt to 
bcdi he went into a separate bed in IMrs. Lee'» 
bedchamber. In the nKXTung Mr^. Lee awok^ 
Ijoudoun, and de^^red him to come into her bed, 
which summons he readily obeyed* They breaks 
£uted about twelve. Nothmg nmterial passed at 
Nordikach, Mrs. Lee wished not to set out for 
Gloucester till it was dark; however the post- 
chaise was ordered, and they set out about foup 
p'ck)ck for Cheltenham, where having changed 
iMirses they arrived at the Bell Inn at Gloucesterr 
a^bout seven o'clock on Tuesday evening* Mrs*^^ 
Lee Ordered dinner; Loudoua examined the bed 
dbamber and bed Unen, as on the two preceding 
iii£^« Mrs.. Lee went to bed about ten. o* clock, 
and Loudoun soon fallowed her. On Wednesday 
oianung Mn. Lee got up in an exceeding good 
liqmour; sjke had slept the preceding night in one 
^Loudoun's shirts, whilst her own chemise ^as^ 
washu%. 

She promised Loudoua ihat she would rise^ 
early in Wales and take exercise on horseback 
before breakfast: their mode of life in Wales wai 
settled. She said to Loudoun, ^^ in short I ex«* 
pecc to be quite en ban point before I have been^ 
Ihtre many weeks;** he replied, <<it shall not be 
my {xolt if you are not ;'* she laughed at the 
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idet. Mrs. Lcc frequendy during the joiirneTf 
afked Loudoun if he thought Lockhart wouldi. as 
he had promised, join them on Wednesday at 
Gloucester and bring her cloaths with him. Lou- 
doun constantly replied that "she might rely on it, 
that Lockhart held his promises and engagements 
too sacred not to keep them." Mrs. Lee appeared 
to expect Lockhart with much anxiety, and she 
frequently asked during Wednesday, at what hour 
the mail arrived at Gloucester. Mrs. Lee and 
Loudoun had a loilg conversation after breakfast ; 
she entered into a detail of her circumstances: she 
said that that she had a mortgage upon an estate 
in Ireland, the interest of which was badly p^d; 
that she was confident from the knowledge which 
she had of Lockhart that he would readily have 
justice done her, and that she meant to communi- 
cate the particulars of that mortgage to Lockhart. 
She took a full review of her foitune, after which 
Loudoun said, '* this is the first time Mrs. Lee 
that you have thought proper to enter so minutely 
into your pecuniary affairs, and I therefore wish you 
to understand that it is sufficient for ifte to know them » 
but thave resolved to have no concern idiatever in* 
the management of your fortune.'* Mrs. Lee ob- 
served tha:t Loudoun '^must of course manage both: 
herself and every thing relative to her." Loudouq 
said, " if you think I can do justice to you by 
pointmg out what may relieve your caresi I am 
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\^illing to undertake the management of your 
person, but as to your fortune that must remsdn- 
tinder your own cohtroul." 

- About two o'clock Loudoun went out of the 
Toom in which Mrs. Lee was sitting ; he returned 
In about ten minutes, and saw Mrs. Lee in the 
passage looking wild and frantic. The waiter of 
the Inn, and Miller the Bow Street Officer were with 
her. Davidson the female servant pointed out 
Loudoun to the officer ^ Miller immediately came 
up to Loudoun imd said *'l have a warrant against 
you Mr. Gordon, I am told you have pistols/V 
Loudoun replied " you need not be frightened, nly 
pistols are locked up and the case is in my chamber; 
if you have any thing to say to me pray follow me.** 
Loudoun then took Mrs. Lee by the hand, and led 
her into the room> Loudoun read the warrant, and 
as soon as Mrs. Lee had read it, she took Loudoun's 
hand, and kissing it, said to Miller, the Bow 
Street Officer, "you rnust not take him awayy 
(meaning Loudoun,) poor fellow, like a common 
felon; he has done nothing; it is too bad to send 
a warrant after him ; it is a base and most unwar- 
rantable liberty.** Loudoun seeing the frantic 
state of Mrs. Lee's mind, sent Davidson who w^ 
in the room, to procure some lavender drops, 
which Loudoun administered to her, and endeav- 
oured as much as possible to quiet her fears with 
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regard to himself. As soon as Mrs, Lee was ^ 
litde restored^ the mail co^ch^ which stops at 
the Bell Inn> where Loudoun and Mrs, Lee were 
at Gloucester, passed the window ; Mrs. Lee arose, 
opened the window and looked eagerly to see 
whether Lockhart, fot whose arriv^ she had con* 
stantly expressed an anxious wishi was arrived in 
it^ and not seeing Lockhart come out of the maQ, 
she spoke of herdisappomtment to Loudoun s which 
Miller, who had been d3\ the dme in the room, hear* 
ing, said ^'that he believed the person we were kxddng 
ibr was not come.'' Mrs. Lee asked Miller how 
he knew whon^we were looking for ?/' He answered 
** I suppose you expect Mr. Lockhart j" Mrs, Lee 
said "yes, whei^ is he f '* Miller replied di^ 
•* Lockhart was in confinement,** Mfs, Lee aj>-« 
peared astonished and grieved at the ^tellig^nce, 
She asked Miller ^<what he intended to (^ With 
Loudoun.** Miller answered ^^ Mr. Parkin gavf 
me orders to bring Loudoun and yourself to JLonr 
don as soon as pos^Ue.** As that was the pase^ 
Mrs Lee expressed a wish tohaye dinner before heij^ 
departure from Gloucester i which was ordered^ 
Mrs. Lee went into her bed chamber to dress 
herself, and Loudoun sent for his pistol case, whicht 
he gave into the <diarg^ of the Bow Street Q/Hc«n 
Loudoun recollecting that he had some banknotes 
in the pistol case^ unlocked it before Miller> took 
tbtm out, and was about to take some other papers 
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which were in the pistol case, wh^n Miller took 
ihcm and said "I have orders to take all papers 
from youj'* " I understood at Tetsworth that you 
wanted Mrs. Lee to sign some paper, Loudoun 
replied " yes 1 did want Mrs. Lee to sign a letter 
%o her servants, at Tetsworth, for Lockhart to take 
with hito to London, that Mrs. Lee's servants 
might not refuse tp let Lockhart have her cloaths, 
which she wished him to obtain for her; that is 
the only paper I evtr asked Mrs. Lee to si^; 
the papersi you found in the pistol case, you may 
i;cad and put them into the fire if you choose^ 
|hey cont^ nothing but the expences upon the 
^:oad aqd the route." Miller replied "he should 
burn nothing." Mrs. Lee came into the room 
^uid reqiiested Miller to go outside , the door that 
(x>udoun and herself might converge privately for 
five mi|iutes j this request Mrs. Lee repeated and 
was complied with two or three times at Gloucester. 
M^* Lee then said to Loudoun " I am sorry to 
find from Davidson that they (meaning her servants) 
l^ave taken. the harshest measures in their power, 
but however keep up your spirits." . Mrs. Lee 
tn^de some other remarks and saluted. Loudoun 
several times, when Miller came into the room. 
They all three sat down to dinner together, and 
Mrs^ Lee particularly requested Loudoun to eat 
heartily, wMch she s^d would give her much 
pleasure.. A post coach and £ckvr wa$ ordered that 
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they might set out after dinner. Mrs. Lee aftcf 
having drank two glasses of rum and water, which 
Loudoun mixed at her request, said she was ready. 
During the dinner at Gloucester, Mrs. Lee said to 
Miller *^is it not shameful to send a warrant to 
apprehend him, meaning Loudoun, I am sure 
nobody can look in his face and say that he is a 
rascal, and they certainly have acted to him as if 
he was one, by sending a Bow Street Officer after 
him." Miller replied " I never heard any one 
say he was a rascal nor does he look Kke one." 
Just before dinner Miller wrote a letter, and Mrs. 
Lee said to him, when he was going to seal it, "you 
must let me see it,'* Miller then gave it to Mrs. 
' Lee and she told Loudoun afterwards it was a letter 
to Mr. Parkin, s aying that he had taken Loudoun 
into custody and that he should be in London to 
morrow, . Thursday, with Loudoun and Mrs. Lee. 
Mrs. Lee, Loudoun, Miller, and Davidson, set 
out in a post coach and four between four and fire 
o'clock, from the Bell Inn, in which, after chang- 
ing horses at Northleach they went to Witney^ 
where Mrs. Lee was desirous of supper; they 
supped; the post coach could go no further. Mrs. 
Lee finding that we should be obliged to go on to 
Oxford in two post chaises, earnestly requested 
Miller to permit Loudoun and herself to go in one, 
whilst Davidson and Miller went in the other. 
Miller would not consent to it^ but offered to kc 
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them go in the same post-chaise togrther, provided 
he was also with them. Loudoun- thinking that 
would render Mrs. Lee uncomfortable, advised 
her to go with Davidson, and that Miller and him- 
self would go in the other post-chaise. Mrs. Lee 
appeared to like the ale at Witney ; Loudoun 
ordered two bottles of it to be put into the post- 
chaise for her. She made Loudoun cat heartily 
at supper. Before they left Witney, Mrs. Lee again 
begged Miller to let her converse privately with 
Loudoun; she said that ^*she wished as they were 
to be divided, that Loudoun wherever they stopped 
X to change horses during the night would come 
into her post chaise." He did so at Oxford and 
zx Tetswprth. They arrived at Tetsworth about 
five in the morning, and Miller told Mr. Edmonds 
'* that Mrs. Lee loved Loudoun like her own 
dear eyes." 

They arrived at High Wycombe between eight 
and nine on Thursday morning, when Loudoun 
handed Mrs. Lee out of the post-chaise; they were 
shewn into a room, Mrs. Lee said to Miller "I 
don't know what they mean by making us travel 
all night in such haste to London, . it is a most ex- 
traordinary circumstance and uncommon affair 
altogether, and Mr. Miller I am now unwell and^ 
shall not be able to leave Wycombe for three or 
four hours; as I wish to rest myself a little.*' 
Nothing particular passed^ Mrs. Lee made Lou^ 
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ddun eat aA additional quantity of iggw After 
b^akfast Loudoun saw an account of the clopc- 
meht in the Sun of Wednesday the rSth of . Janu- 
aryi that Lockhart was committed for further 
examination, which he shewed to Mrs. Lee ; she 
was quite dispirited, and having first saluted Lou* 
doun> said, " come keep up your spirits, yoa 
know it all depends upon me, and you may rely 
upon it I shall never hurt you," At Wycombe 
also Mrs. Lee requested Miller to leave Loudoun 
and herself together for a few minutes. 

There being no post-coach to be had ae 
Wycombe, Mrs. L^ again asked Miller to per^ 
trot Loudoun and herself to go in the same chaise 
without him. Miller would not. They set out 
about -twelve o*clock from Wycombe, and dined 
at Uxbridge; before dinner Mrs. I^e' again re* 
quested Miller to go out of the room and leave 
her alone with Loudoun, which when the Bow 
Street Officer had complied with, Mrs. Lee smd to 
Loudoun " I am very sick Loudoun, and have 
been so both yesterday and the day before, and I 
am convinced that it is the sickness of conception ; 
if you choose Loudoun, I am willing to pass the 
lemainder of my life in your society, and should 
you be taken to prison, you may rely upon it 
diat I will share with you your confinement" 
Lotiddtm-said '' he could agree to any thing whidt; 



she wished but that of allowing her to share his 
confinement with him^ to which he never could 
assent." Mrs. Lee then said "I promise if. you 
wish it, to pass the reminder of my life with you.** 
Loudoun assented, Mrs. Lee then saluted him 
and gave him a promise of eternal fidelity* Mrs*. 
Lee told him to appear dejected on the journey* 
fSW» after dinner, said to Miller, ^^ what are you 
going to do with this young man when we arrive in 
London V* Miller replied that ** Mr. Parkin had 
ordered him to conduct Loudoun and Mrs. Lee ta 
Mr. Parkin's house before they went any where 
else.'' Mrs. Lee on hearing it, begged Miller 
to leave Loudoun and her alone together ; he did;, 
she said to Loudoun ^' that she should wish tm 
•ee Lockhart or a legal friend that lived in 
Ac Temple, before she went to Mr* Parkin'%. 
Loudoun told Mrs* Lee *' he was well convinced 
diat Mr. Parkin would persuade her to act as he 
chose in this business," and added that/^Mrv 
Paricin ¥ras an interested man." Mrs. Lee repfied 
that *^ Mr. Parkin had never been able to make 
her do as he chose hitherto, I am sure that he will 
aot in this instance." Mrs. Lee allowed die truth 
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of Loudoun's observation that Mr. Parkin was 
interested for his own character. When Miller 
returned into the room, she requested that he 
would take her to Lockhart before she went ta 
Mr. Parkin; Miller said he could not; she repeat- 
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td this request two or three times' before they 
arrived in London; Miller would not grant it^ 
Mrs. Lee finding he would not let her see Lock-- 
hart, requested she might go to a friend in the 
Temple before she went to Mr. Parkin j that 
Miller also refused repeatedly. 

They arrived in London about seven o'clock 
and drove to Mr. Parkin's houses Mrs. Lee and 
Davidson got oiit there, and after waiting about 
an hour, Mr. Parkin told Miller that he *f might 
take Mr. Gordon into confinement and bring him 
to Bow Street about eleven o'clock to morrow.'*. 
Mr. Parkin said " that he had seen Mr. Bond that 
morning, upon the receipt of Miller's letter, and 
it was agreed that the examination should be on 
Friday.'* Miller told Loudoun in the way to the 
watch house, that the first question Mr. Parkin 
alked him was, " whether he had kept Loudoun 
separate from Mrs. Lee during the journey," and 
which it appeared Mr* Parkin ordered Miller to 
do. 

On Monday the 23d, Mr. Blackett called upon 
Loudoun in the New Prison, Clerkenwell, and 
said that " Mrs. Lee desired Mr. Blackett to tell 
Loudoun that she intended to keep the promise 
which she had made to him." 

Loudoun received a message from Mrs, Lee 
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on the I St of February, 1804, in the folio wiAg 
words. '^ I am very sorry that I cannot send you 
any money, which Mr. Parkin has prevented by 
stopping fifty pounds for the expedition of thft 
]^ow Street .Officer to Gloucester." 

Loudoun a few days after this messige, receiv- 
ed another from Mrs. L^e, in the. following words* 
**I hope you will form no connection during 
your confinement with the sex." Loudoun re- 
turned no answer to cither of these messages 
from Mrs. Lee. 

On Monday the 17th of January, Mr. Parkin j 
who acted in the double capacity of Attorney and 
Trustee for Mrs. Lee, applied to the sitting 
Magistrate (Mr. Robinson) in Bow Street, for a 
warrant to apprehend Lockhart and Loudoun 
Gordon, which was granted. Mr. Lockhart 
Gordon was apprehended about eleven o'clock 
that night, by Miller and Atkins, two of the 
Officers belonging to the Public Office. Mr. 
Lockhart Gordon was confined in St. Martin's 
Watch-house during, the whole of Monday night, 
and was conveyed in a hackney coach to Mr. 
Parkin's house in Great Ormond Street, by the 
Bow Street Officers, on Tuesday Morning the 17th 
of January. Miller, one of the officers, had repre- 
icntc4 Mr. Parkin to be a "perfect gentleman.'' 
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Mr. LodcKart Gordcm told Mr. l^arkin diat he 
was ready to confess his guilt in having carried 
away Mrs. Lee^ provided Mr. Parkin woukl give 
him his word and honour diat Loudoun should 
not be prosecuted. Mr. Parkin would not giv€ 
that promise^ which Lockhart in vain endeavoured 
to extortj by declaring himself guilty of a crime 
he had not committed^ in order to save his brother 
from the horrors of imprisonment. Lockhart 
informed Mr. Parkin that Mrs. Lee and Loudoun 
would be at Gloucester on Wednesday^ and desired 
him to send her cloaths immediately. Mr. Parkin 
having obt^ed all the information he wanted> 
told the Officer to ** take him away T' Mr. Lock- 
hart Gordon was conveyed to the Public Office in 
Bow Street and placed at the bar. 
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JVLR, bond said, '^ I know nothing of these par- 
ties," The warrant was then shewn to Mr. Bond; 
4Uid Janet Davidson, one of Mrs. Lee's servants, was 
called and said, '^ that- the prisoner at the bar had 
dined with her mistress, at her house in Bolton RdW, 
en Sunday last; that soon after dinner Mrs. Lee rang 
the bell in her bedchamber> which Davidson answer- 
ed, and found Mrs. Lee crying, and very much 
agitated^ Mrs. Lee said to Davidson, ' there is a plan 
to take me out of my house.' Davidson replied, ' who 
dare take you out of your own house ?' Mrs. Lee an- 
awered, ^ they have pistols, and I am afraid they will 
force me but of my house.' Mrs. Lee also told David- 
sen ^ to wa^cA, btU not to say any thing.* Mrs. Lee 
returned into the drawing-room: in a few minutes 
afterwards Mrs. Lee's footman was sent by Davidson 
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to call a hackney coach ; whilst he was gone Davidsoil 
heard her mistress say, ^ I will not be taken out of my 
house,^ which induced her to go with her fellow-ser- 
Tant to the assistance of her mistress, when she saw 
the Mr. Gordons endeavouring to force her mistresi» 
downstairs, who was resisting them. Davidson at- 
tempted to rescue her; upon which Mr. Lockhart 
Gordon took a pistol front his pocket, which be' put to 
Davidson's head, and swore he would shoot her if she 
made the least noise or resistance. Diavidson wa» 
much alarmed and ran into her mistress'^ bedchamber 
with an intention to open the window and call for 
assistance ; but shie wa^ so much terrified that she could 
not find the window; hearing the street-door shut she 
came down stairs and weoXiAto- the street, when she 
saw the post-;chaise driving off; upon which she cried 
out / Fire ! murder ! thieves ! they liave stolen my 
mistress.* She also saw the prisoner last night abokt" 
eleven o'clock,- when he came to her mdstress's house 
in a hackney>*coaclu He got out of \be hackD«y«^c0Ach« 
andsaid,. ^ WeU;' and canse intatiie poasage: of thfi^ 
house: seeing a. stnaagex tbsre^ he: 3aid> ^ Ajcftjoa a 
peacd officer V ta wbiich. XXavi^eix did not beac asiji^ 
axiswet gi ven;^ Mxh Lttckl>Qist Garcion oetmzn^ ifate. 
tbfi h&ck^.'CQ9t^,,Q3»d.(Hideped t,he:qoQ(dMiian.tQshvlL. 
the dooc ; hit looked CMit of the wiQdQ\r' q£ th^^ hack^ 
t}«y-eeaeh^ and said to Bavldsouj^ ^ Coa»s herft^ I 
waojt to speak witK you^T B^ had a, pi^tol.m hta haqd.si 
she said, ^ L will: n^t, Qom^ whilst yxHii h^y®. thatpjifitok, 
in your hand.' Mr^ Qo^n ihQik <M^^ the ^»s^As^ 
vmk to drive away : ha hadnot gQoeaag^^nj jmdHkiprliw 
^ (^oach 9toppi^d^ aMJ^JU>«Uwrt.(dk>l4ftaj^mSli^ 
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Ottt; she satf him i»>oi> after in custody of the Bow 
Skieet ^cers. 

Janet Davidson Ihea swoi^e to the truth of her de^ 
^osiUod* 

Sarah Hont, servant to Mrs. Lee^ was called, and 
said, '^ that the j^rkoner at the bar had dined at her 
Aiatres^il b^^us^ on* Sunday last with his brother. 
SoHie time after dinner she heard Mrs. Lee say, ' I 
will not be takea out of my house/ She went up 
Ktair» with ker fellow-servant Davidson- to her mis- 
tress's assistance ; Mr. Lockhart Gordon presented a 
]^stol to her breast, and swore that he would shopt 
her if she made any noise or resistance. Mr. Lock- 
hart Gkk'dcMt &id to his brother, ^' bring her down, off 
I wiU shoot you :' Loudoun forced Mrs. Lee down 
stain,, and out of the street door. Mr. Lockhart 
G#rdMi h^ld Sarah Hunt, and swore that ^ he woulii 
shoot her if she did not go up stairs :' She being mucb 
alitfited went up stairs to her fellow-servant Davidson^ 
and afterwards Wisnt into the street, where she saw 9 
yo($t-chaiSef driving very iast away, which she believed 
hsv misCresS' was in.'' She confirmed Mr. Lockhart 
Oordoiifs lumng been at her nttiistress^s house la^i^ 
jsighty tfs sworn by Davidson. 

- flarafi Himt swove to the truth of her deposkioat. 

William Martin, servant to Mrs. Lee, called. He 
«UI>^'^ that tbB- prisoner slnd his brother had ditfed 
with his mistress on Sunday last. Soon after dinnei 
the dining-room bell rang violently ; he answered the 

Ha 
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bell, when Mrs. Lee went out of the dining-room, 
and ran up stairs ; some time after he was sent by 
Davidson, his fellow-servant, for a hackney-coach: 
As he was coming back he heard his fellow-servants 
crying out, ^ they have stole jny mistress;' and seeing 
a post-chaise drive off very fast, he followed it, and 
Endeavoured to overtake it in vain. He went to Mr. 
Robert Lee's house with his fellow-servants, arid not 
finding him at home, he went to Mr. Parkin, and 
told him what had happened. He saw the prisoner 
again on Monday night, when he came to his mis- 
tress's house in a hackney coach ; he got out, came 
into the passage, and said, ' Well ;' seeing a stranger 
in the passage : Mv. Lockhart Gordon asked whether 
he was a peace officer ? Martin did not hear whether 
any answer was made : He felt somethmg in Mr. 
Gordon's left-hand pocket, which he thought was a 
pistol, and went out to procure assistance, and met 
two watchmen not far from his mktre^s's house ; he 
was coming back again,' he saw Mr. Gordon gomg 
away in a hackney coach ; tlie 'Servants were calling 
^ He's gone ? He's gone J' Mftrtin told the coachman, 
^ that if he did not stop he would knock him off hit- 
box :' one of the watchmen stopped the coach, when 
^e prisoner jumped out with a pistol in each hand, 
and swore he would shoot the first rascal that at^ 
tempted to stop him ; he ran away towards Clargea 
Street, when he was taken into custody in a few mi* 
nutcs by the Bow Street officers.^ 

William Martin ^wore to the truth Of the above 
•tatement. 
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Miller, the Bow Street officer^ was called. He 
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said, " he went with Atkins to Mr. LcMckliart Gordon'ii 
lodgings on Monday evening, about ten o'clock, and 
fouHtd that Mr« Lockhart Gordon had dressed himself 
there jthat eV'Cning and was gone to a ball in Portland 
Plaee; they followed him to Portland Place, and 
found that he had been there but was gone; they 
were going to Mrs. Lee's house iu Bolton Row to see 
that all was safe there, when they heard the watch- 
snens rattles, and on coming to the spot where a great 
crowd was assembled, thej were informed that it was 
Mn Lockhart Gordon who bad a pistol in each hand, 
one of which Miller took from him, which be pro- 
duced, and which proved to be loaded, the other was 
taken from him by one of the watchmen.** 

Miller swore to the truth of his depo&itioa. 

r 

John Sharman and another watchman were called, 
who said, ^' they had just gone their rounds when 
William Martin came and desired them. to assist him 
in securing a man who had ran away with his mistress; 
the^ followed him, and William Martin perceiving a 
hackney-coach driving along, told them to stop it, 
which they did b^ striking one of the horses on the 
head; a gentleman then Jumped out of the hackney- 
coach, and ran down Clarges Street, where they took 
him into custody; on the Bow Street officers coming 
Up they delivered tjie prisoner into their charge/* . r 

Both the watchmen swore to the truth of the above 
disposition^ 

Mr. Blaekett was called, and said* '' he had known 
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the prisoner and his brother wvcnteen or eighteen 
years; that he had taken Deacon's Orders about three 
fnonths^ and that Mr. Loudoun Gordon was an officer 
in the army." Mr. Lockhart Gordon thanked Mr. 
Blackett as he was going out of Court, for the gentle- 
manlike and proper evidence which he had given. 

Mr. Parkin then read the Statutes of the 3d Hen. 
VII. c. 2 and 39. Eliz. c, 9. and appealed to the 
magistrates, whether they did not think the evidence 
which they had heard read was sufficient to warrant a 
conmiitment of the prisoner under those statutes. 
After some consultation between Mr. Parkin and the 
magistrates, it was agreed that the prisoner should be 
committed to Tothill-Fields Bridewell for further ex- 
amination upon Tuesday the S4th. Mr. Bond then 
said to the prisoner, ^^ then on Tuesday, Mr. Gordon." 
Tlie prisoner answered, '^ very \^11, Mr. Bond." 

On Friday, the 20th of January, Mr. Lockhait 
Gordon was most unexpectedly informed by Atkins, 
the Bow Street officer, that he was ordered to take 
him to Bow Street immediately. When Mr. Lock- 
hart Gordon was placed at the Bar, he told Mr. Bond 
that he was very much surprised at Mr. Bond's con- 
duct, in having brought him to the Bar on that day^ 
Friday, the 20th of January, when Mr. Bond himself 
had declared that Tuesday, the 24th of January, would 
be. the day of his re-ex^mination. He thought Mr. 
Bond's conduct particularly improper, as it was his 
intention to have had the assistance of counsel. Mr. 
Bond wd, *^ that the reason for which be had been 
brought up on that day was^ that had his offence been 
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hn\y ^ misdemeanour lie might liarc h^ea admitted td 
W3.** Mr. Gordon said, '* that when a man gavfe 
him a promise, he always expected him to keep it; 
iflid told Mr. Bond that he did not believe a word h^ 
»dd," Mr. Loudoun Gordon was then also brought 
\x} the Bar, when Mrs. Lee's Reposition, which: ha4 

leen taken in private, was read as follows : 

• 

She said ^^she had been acquainted with theOowionI 
about thirteen or fourteen y ear^ ; that about two month* 
mgo their acquaintance with her was renewed, by 
Loudoun Gordon calling on her in Bolton Rovfir, at 
which time nothing particular passed ; but since this 
riie saw Loudoun Gordon throe times, and in company 
with Mr. Lockhart Gordon, previous to Sunday last. 
That «fae having had a' dream, she communicated the 
same to Mr. Loudoun Gordon ; he shortly aflerwards 
replied to it by letter, therein stating an interpretation 
of tJie dream. She i^ceived two other letters after- 
Wards from Mr. Loudoun Gordon, testifying the 
great regard and esteem he had for her ; and the last 
of the two letters stating that his brother, Lockhart 
Gordon, would protect her at the risk of his life and 
fottune^ In the course of the week previous to Sun- 
day kst, Mr. Loudoun Gordon called upon her, when 
she inYited him to dinner on Sunday last, as well as 
hh bn^ther, whom she had once seen with him before : 
wA aceofdingly, a few minutes before five o'clock^ 
they came. Nothing particular passed during dinner, 
nor until Lockhart Gordon took out his .watch, and 
observed to his brother, <^ it is near seven o^clock, the 
chaise wjU be here at seven;'* upon which Mrs. Lee 
^ed what chaise? when Lockhart Gordon replied 
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.(addressing himself to Mrs. Lee)^ ^^ yon go witli 
Loudoun to-uight;" and that, either before these 
words were spoken, or after, Lockhart Gordon said 
to his brother, " you have got a present for Mrs. Lee ;*' 
to which Mrs. Lee replied, ^^ I am determined not to 
take any present ;'* when Mr. Lockhart Gordon de- 
sired his brother to come and fetch it, who came, and 
^ockhurt Gordon produced a plain gold ring, desiring 
his brother to put it on Mrs. Lee*s finger; which 
X^udoun Gordon attempted to do, but she refused to 
let him, and the ring was laid upon the table. Shoi*tly 
after, Mrs. Lee arose, and attempted to go out of the 
parlour, when Lockhart Gordon went to the door, and 
told her she should not go out; she told him she 
wished to go up stairs, but Lockhart Gordon persisted 
she should ,not go out of the room, and 4»hewed a 
pistol; at which time she thought Lockhart Gordon 
desired his brother to go and see if the chaise was 
ready. — She then opened her parlour door, and went 
up stairs into her bed-room, where she met Davidson, 
her female servant, to whom she said, ^^ I am afraid 
there is apian to take me out of my house tp-night;'* 
wlio replied, '^ who can take you out of your own 
house ?" in answer to which Mrs. Lee observed, ^' they 
hxe armed with pistols; don't say any more, but 
watch." Mrs. Lee then returned dgwn stairs into her 
drawing-room, where Loudoun Gordon came to her, 
and requested her to go down stairs ; observing the 
chaise was ready. la a few minutes after,, Lockhart 
(lordou cuinc into the drawing-room, and said to his 
brother, ^' don't stand there :" when Lockhart Gordon 
took hold of one of Mrs. Lee's arms, *aud pulled her 
to tlic door, saying, ^' you shall go, I am deter- 
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Uiined ;" to which she replied, " I am determined 
not to go out of my house ; what right have you to 
force me out of my own house ?" To which Lockhart 
Gordon replied, ^' I am desperate ;*' at which instant 
she observed Davidson, her female servant, coming 
towards her, foUoWed by her other female servant; 
when Davidson came up, and endeavoured to rescue 
her mistress from Lockhart Gordon ; a scuffle then 
ensued between Lockhart Gordon and the servant, 
and they went down stairs, leaving Loudoun Gordon 
with Mrs. Lee; Lockhart Gordon then called to 
Loudoun Qordon, and said, " bring her down, or I 
wiir shoot you." At this time her mind was in such a 
distracted state, she had no recollection whether 
Loudoun Gordon forced her down stairs or not, and 
continued in that stale until she found herself in a 
post-cliaise, into which she had been hurried by Lock- 
hart and Loudoun Gordon, both of whom she found 
in the chaise when she came to herself; and the first 
thing she recollected was, hearing Lockhart Gordon 
calling out to the post-boy to drive on with speed, or 
he would shoot him. They changed horses at Ux- 
bridge and Wycombe, but could not tell whether they 
had any refreshments; she did not get out of the 
chaise till they got to Tetsworth, where they arrived 
at midnight; the family at the iiln were gone to bed, 
and they were called up to get them supper, which 
was ordered by Lockhart Gordon; she partook of the 
supper : at this time she was perfectly in her senses, 
and observed to Lockhart Gordon, it was a breach of 
hospitality to take her from her own house without her 
consent, and that she thought it one of the most in- 
fernal measures that ever was taken ; she entreated to 
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have a chaise to take her back to London^ to Which 
Lockhart Oordon answered it was impossible to b^ 
'complied with ; Mrs. Lee then said she saw it wM 
inevitable^ and went to bed under an impression that 
her life was in danger from Lockhart Gordon, and 
]permitted Loudoun Gordon to come to bed t6 her. 
On Monday morning they all breakfasted together,- 
when Lockhart Gordon observed, that she would have 
no cause to repent the measurers that had been taken, 
for that it would be the object of his brother's life to 
lender her happy ; and that as to himself^ he would 
adhere to her as long as he had blood in hfe veio?, and 
he would be one of the best friends she ever had. 
After breakfast Lockhart Gordon set off for London^ 
and she, at the earnest entreaty of Loudoun Gordon, 
went forward with him to Gloucester.** 

Mr. Lockhart Gordon put two very material ques* 
lions to Davidson, the female servant. The first was, 
how long she supposed it was between the time Mrs. 
XiCe came out and said to her the Mr. Gordons were 
armed with pistoh, and was afraid they would take 
her away, and the time they brought Mrs, Lee out of 
the drawing-room, jand took her into the chaise.^ to 
which she answered, about twenty minutes. 

The second question was, if the man-servant was in 
the house at the time her mistress said they were 
armed with pistols, and was afraid they would take her 
^way ? which she answered in the affirmative. 

When that part of Mrs. Lee's evidence was read, in 
which she stated her having said to ]>avidson, '^ they 
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are armed with pistols;" Mr. Lockhart Gordon said, 
with peculiar emphasis a;nd energy of expression; 
** You knpw in your own soul, Mrs, Lee, that Loudoun 
had no pistols ; remember there is another world, and 
although you do not believe it, there are many here 
who do, and who will be shocked ta hear you swear 
to such 'an infamous falshood. For my own part, I 
hdd determined to stand my trial in silence, had you 
not prosecuted my brother, of whom you know that 
you were once doatingly fond, but I am now resolved 
not to spare you an inch/' Mrs. Lee replied, ^' Ihave 
been tenderly alive to both your situations, and as far 
as I have been able have endeavoured to save you ; re- 
member that it is not the first time that your lives have 
been in my power." 

In consequence of the unfounded conjectures which 
were formed by the -public, owing to Mrs. Lee's 
having made use of so artful an insinuation, Mr. 
Lockhart and Mr. Loudoun Gordon thought it ne« 
cessary to request their Solicitor would obtain to eix- 
planation, which they might be enabled to publish in 
their justification. 

The following letter was written by Mr. Hanson tcr 
Mrs. Lee : 

6th February, 1804. 
Madam, 

As various unjust conjectures have been 
formed, in consequence of an expression which the 
public prints have represented you to have made, at 
Bow Street, on Friday, the laoth of January, cbacert!- 
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ing Messts. Gordons, viz. <^this i^ not the firat time 
your lives have been in my power.*' 

Mr. Gordon and his brother being convinced that 
it is not your wish to conceal the truth in this instance, 
they hope that you will do them the justice to state, 
that you Could not possibly allude to any thing that 
took place previously to the 15th of January last. 
Requesting to be favoured with your answer, 

. I have the honor to be, 

MADAM, 

Your humble servant, 

J. HANSON. 

Mrs. Lee. 



Mrs. Lee^s reply to Mr. Hanson. 

Sir, 

The phrase I made use of on the day of the 
examination in Bow Street was, '^ I have been ten-* 
derly alive to your situations, recollect I had your 
lives in my power;" alluding to their having been at 
my disposal at Tetsworth, when, had I alarmed the 
neighbourhood, they would have been taken in the 
act of my resistance, and must have incurred the se* 
verest penalty of the law. 

I am. Sir, 
Your obedient humble servant, 

r. A. LEE. 
Vq^tpn Row, Feb. 8, 1804. 
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Mrs. Lee told Mr. Hanson's clerk, to whom she 
gave the above tetter, that she did not allude to any 
thing which took place previously to the 15th instant^ 
January. 

Mrs. Lee's letter is a striking proof of her ex- 
treme ingenuity, and is couched in such ambiguous 
terms, as Mrs. Lee was well aware would tend rather 
to criminate than to exculpate the Gordons. 

On Friday, the 27 th of January, Mr. Lockharl and 
Mr, Loudoun Gordon were brought from the different 
prisons in which they were confined, to Bow Stieet, 
and had a conference with Mr. Serjeant Best (who 
kindly attended as their friend, at the express desire 
of tlie Earl of Portsmouth, to whose unbounded ge- 
nerosity they are inexpressibly indebted) and Mr, 
Abbot their Counsel ; ^hey were placed at the bar of 
the Public OflSce. Mri Lockhart Gordon addressed 
himself to Mr. Bond, the senior magistrate, and said^ 
*' I regret. Sir, that my ignorance of the forms of 
justice should have induced me to make use of some 
expressions which have been thought improper; I 
own. Sir, that I felt myself much hurt at being unex- 
pectedly brought a seCon^ time to thi^ bar, which 
prevented my having the assistance of Counsel, and 
that appeiarance of countenance and support from my 
family and friends, which every gentleman in my un- 
fortunate situation must naturally wish to have. I 
trust that you. Sir, and Sir William Parsons, will 
think what I now say a sufficient apology." Mri. Lee 
made the following addition to her former evidence; 
lyhen the prisoners were fully convmitted for trial, ^ 
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•^ On the ]Moaday mornings after breakfkst, wiiile 
tliey were at Tetswortb, in a conversatUm with Lock<* 
hart Gordon, in consequence of whicb^ whether well 
or ill founded she c6uld not tell, he appearing at that 
time in a distracted state of mind^ and not knowing 
what he said, she delivered a lioie, addressed to her 
female servant Davidson, at her house in Bolton Row^: 
Piccadilly, beginning with '^ No money, no eloalhs^ 
death or compliance ;" which Ae requested Mrs. Ed-* * 
monds, the landlady of the house, to forward as di- 
fected.'* 

The informations!^ of all die witnesses were read pce« ' 
irious to Mrs. Lee leaving the office, and a few addt-' 
tions were made to their former accounts, but w&idx 
were not worth noticing. 

Mr. Parkings deposition was read, stating tbat^^he 
bad known the said Mrs. Lee, late Rachel Fanag^ 
Antonina Dashwood, spinster,, for upwards of seven* 
teen years, )and who about the year 1794 intermarriie<i 
widi Matthew Allea Lee, Esq. that soon a£ter the 
marriage a settlemenJb was made of Mrs. Lse's pvo<» 
pcrtj by the Court of Chancery, by which atnoieljr 
of her property was vested in the trust of Mr. Parieii* 
and three other gentlemen, who were authorised ta 
pay a certain sum to Mrs. Lee &a her own sole axtd 
separate use; that ia tiie year L796 a; separation took: 
place, when it was agreed that Mrs. Lee should re- 
ceive lOOOl. per annum for her life, and w4iich hati 
been paid to her ever since that period^ die codtmuiag 
to live separate from her said husband, who was. stiU 
liYing." 
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Mr. Bond asted Mr, Lockhart Gordon if he had. 
cuiy thing to say, to which he replied, not a word, he 
left his case to his Counsel. 

Mr. Bond then put the same question to Mr. 
XiOudoun Gordon, who gave a similar answer to hii^ 
l>rother. 

Mr. Ahbot then addressed the magistrates^ and said^ 
%he prisoners having left the management of their de- 
fence to him, he should defer what he had to offer oa 
that head until the day of trial, when he had no doubt 
ihey would be able to justify their conduct. 

The parties werfe then bound over to prosecute at the 
next assizes for Oxfordshire, the offence having been 
committed in that county. 

Mr. Lockhart Gordon said to Mr. Bond, ^^ As this 
is the last time that we shall probably meet, I hope. 
Sir, that no bitterness remains in your mind on ac-> 
Ipount of what has pa^ed/' 

Mr. Bond replied, '' Mr. Gordon, your present 
conduct does you infinite credit, and I assure you that 
no bad impression of what has passed will remain upon 
my mind, and I do most sincerely wish you a favour- 
able issue of you^ trial." 
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Rt Hon* Francis Lord Spencer Charles Browne, Esq. 
Sir Christopher Willou^by Charles Brown Mostyn, Esq. 
JohnFane, Esq. Thomas Toovey, Esq. 

Oldfield Bowies, Esq. William Henrjr Ashurst, Esq. 

William Lowndes Stone^ Esq. Robert Peers, Esq. 
Thomas Stonor^ Esq. George Clarke, Esq. 

Francis Penystonc, Esq. John Bush, Esq. 

John Spencer, Esq. Francis Wastie, Esq. 

Heaiy Calveley Cotton, Esq. William Fermor, Esq. 
OeotgeFrederickStratton,Esq. MichadiCoiigan, Esq. 
John Lenthall, Esq. William Jenunett, fiiq. 

;Aitsander James, Esq. 

I 



'J 



lU 



Mr. JUSTICE LAWRENCE then addressea the 

Grand Jury in the following Speech, 

which he took from Notes, 

GENTLEMEN, 

It will not be necessary for me 
to detain you long, explaining the law on the different 
cases no>¥ to be brought under your consideration. 
They are but few In number: the most considerable 
I am able to speak more fully of to you, from my 
having seen. the Examinations at Bow Street; and that 
which will require your most attentive consideration^ 
is the one founded on the Act of the 3d of King 
HENRY VII. which makes it a capital Felony fi^r 
any person forcibly to take away a woman for the 
purpose of enjoying her property, marrying her, or 
defiling her person. This Statute very properly pro- 
vides for the safety of those, who, either by hereditary 
descent, marriage, or any other means, come into 
possession of considerable property, who would other- 
wise be liable to fall a prey to violence and injustice. 
Now, in order to prove a felony, and bring it within 
the meaning of the Statute, ft is necessary that 1 
should state to you that three things are requisite, in 
order to prove the crime, against which this Statute 
was wisely enacted, and has since been particularly 
enforced. In the first place, the Statute supposes that 
tlie woman is possessed of property : ■ secondly, that 
the person who takes her away is actudied with the 
lucre of gain, and lias a design upon that property; 
and thirdly, tliat he takes her off, either with the 
design of marrying her, or violating her person.-— With 
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regard to the firsts it is supposed that a woman has 
property ; but wheu she is married, she cannot have 
stay property of her own ; however^ if her affairs are 
in the hands of trustees, and her property investfed with 
t:hem, it amounts to the same thing, and is equally 
felony, and comes within the meaning of the Statute. 
Secondly, it is supposed that the possession of pro- 
perty lays at the foundation of this crime, and that 
the person offending is instigated by the hopes of 
obtaining it, which he endeavours to accomplish by 
illicit means, and to prevent which this Act was very 
properly made ; for if the property of women, whether 
hereditary or howsoever entailed on them, be not se- 
cured by law, infinite mischiefs would accrue to society, 
by the rapacity and profligacy of individuals. The 
third tiling necessary to constitute the crime, is the 
marrying the woman, forcibly taking away or defiling 
her person ; it is hardly necessary that I should explain 
to you what this means ; it signifies that carnal know- 
ledge or connection between the sexes, which, when 
force is used, would be denominated a rape. In oi'der 
to coRstitate this a capital ofFence, it must be proved 
that force has been used ; and, in order to bring it 
within this indictment, it must be shewn that force 
has been used in this county. Now,. though force may 
have been used in another county, if it is not proved 
to your satisfaction, that it has been continued in this 
county, where the indictment is laid, you cannot re- 
ceive such evidence as sufficient to warrant the convic- 
tion of the prisoners; but if the evidence adduced 
before you be. sufficient to prove that force has beeji 
continued in this countv, that will be sufficient to 
establish the guilt of the prisoners, who will then be- 
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iqome liable to the penalties of the Statute. Suppose 
a man who is indicted for larceny^ steals goods in one 
county and exposes them for sale in another^ he is 
guilty of stealing them in the place where he carries 
them^ and is obnoxious to punishment equally as if 
he had stolen them there. — Gentlemen, if the fact of 
force be proved to your satisfaction, that is, if she 
has been forcibly brought out of another county into 
this, against her own inclination, and by compulsion 
from the prisoners, it will be sufficient to criminate 
them, and it will not be material to enquire, whether 
the defilement of her person took place by force, or 
with her own consent. This distinction would have 
been necessary in the case of a rape ; but the charge 
here is of a more serious nature, and depends entirely 
iipoh the question, whether force has been used to bring 
her into this county. Gentlemen, you will decide 
on this case, in proportion to the evidence-you receive, 
and inake your report accordingly* 

Th6 tJrlmd Jury, after sitting several hours, and 
examining sixteen witnesses, returned at six o'clock, 
ji true Bill against Lockhart and Loudoun Gordon* 



TUESDAY, MARCH 6th, 1804. 

At seven o'clock Mr. Justice Laweence entered 
the Court, attended by the Sheriff, &c. when the 
prisoners were brought in, and delivered at the Bar. 

liOCKHART 6x)RD0N, aged 28 years. 
Loudoun Gordon, aged 23 years. 
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Brought March the 2nd, by Habeas Corpus, from 
London, charged on the oaths ofRdehaelFdnnyAntonina 
Lee, wife of Matthew Allen Lee, Esq. and others, with 
feloniously and unlawfully taking the said Rachael 
Fanny AfUoninoi Le^ Jrom her house in Bolton RoWj 
Piccadilly, against her will, for the lucre oj substance, 
and defiling her at Tetsworth, in the County of Oxford, 
contrary to the Statute, i^c. 

The Clerk of the Arraigns proceeded to call over 
the names of those gentlemen who had been sum- 
moned by . the Sb^f iff \q p.tt^^d «§; Jj^^cpjaen. The 
Court was occupied for the space of near two hours^ 
before a Jury ^ was impannelied— the., prisoners and 
prosecutor challenged a considerable numben A 
Jury wa^, howeter^ at J^tigth cqmple^te^ an4 mO^ ; 
^oosisbing iof twelve EngUshmeo; 4!h^:pris<mQr0i&Ml 
their appeaxance^ had !the utmit^st neUw^e ihht fknth 
verdict, would be given eccQjdiAgi tptb^eir cbnacieikce* 

• • • i •:■• 

A list of the. Jurors wa$ applied for the day^befdre^ 
but, could not be procured by the prisoners': ConnscAj 
which, iaocou^its for thq number ^ their challenges. ) 
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LIST OF tilE T£ttY JURY. ' ' 

W. BuUoGk, FoRSMAM . , ! Jolui WiUlA 

.WilUsiin Jonas :| , .. Thpma^ F;aulkuc$r 

Robert Heritage William Brooks 

Tbp»a,s Lud^et Thomas Giles 

Jlicbard Hig,ham Samuel Huckfield 

Daqiel Wallord J^met Parker 

'. .f . ''it. if* ,-- 

IS 
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FOR THR ?ROSECUTIOK, 

CpuKSELLORs — Millcs, Daunccy, and Puller. 
Anthany Parkin^ Esq^. Solicitor^ 
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FOR THE DEFENDANTS, 

CouNSELLQRS — Abbot aud Peake. 



• 'J6hn'Hans6h>'E9q. Solicitor* 

,..?•.». J V :.'J r '. *. ■ ■^■^^.',^■-' ;..''. 

■ . ' • ^ . • • • .-I ■ !.'■•■ . ■ . » 



. i 'L . I .:. 



; i Mf. Pugli> Deputy Clerk of the Assize, read the 
IndibhMfU^i^bidh dOti^lstJe^^f several counts, wiMcb 
cbdpg^ ttiemy;geri&raUy;wiib^fcir(nlbly taking, seizing, 
and oanyitig awayj Ri«h«e> Fanny Antomina liCe, for 
lucre of substance, from her house in Bolton Row; 
^nd 'after >Ueiiliiig her at Tetsworth, in the County of 
Pxfbrd,'to the great displeasnte of Almighty God, to 
the disparagement M lA^ said < llaokael, to Uie dis- 
comfiture of her friends, to the evil example of others, 
against the form of the ' Slatute, against the King's 
peace, his cr^wn, and djgiuty.»r^To this Jndictment 
tlie prisoners pleaded Not Guilty, and were immedi- 
ately put upwj their deliverance. Mr. P^fllihr offened 
the pleading^; wli^h Counsellor Milkopciied tWcase* 

He said; '" ftWitfea most painful 'iJtltji' ^wfilelil was 
imposed upojti^hiai to address the"Jury in a case like 
the present; a case alCDgetber new^^and iilmost unpre** 
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cedeiited: accompanied by the most outrageous in- 
tentions, and in which the offending parties were men 
possessing, in an eminent degree, the polish of gen- 
tiUty, and the refined advantages of high birth and 
elegant education; these rendered the crime which 
they had committed still more flagitious an4 unpar- 
donable than if they had been in a lower situation, in 
which they might have been supposed not to have 
known better. Neither of them are mature in, years, 

«... ^ 

they should therefore have been looking forward with 
laudable emulation to the attainment of reputation ; it 
is an aggravated crime in these men, who are placed 
above necessity, to have been instigated by the un- 
worthy motives, for which the law provides a proper 
punishment, and which it is my duty to lay down. 
Before he stated the case, he begged the Jury to give 
particular attention to one thing, namely, that they 
would not be biassed by the false and scandalous re- 
ports which had been spread by wicked and ill-inten- 
tioned persons against the lady who was the Plaintiff 
on the present occasion ; reports which were infamous 
. in their nature, and should be consigned to a deserved 
oblivion. He did .not mean to say that the prisoners 
had spread these reports. He told them, that a British 
Jury, the purity of which was the corner'-stone of oiir 
constitution^ was called upon to judge with unl;)ia$sed 
and unprejudiced minds, and to attend only to the 
evidence which was delivered before them in a court 
of justice, expelling from their jninds all partiality, 
aud forgetting whatever they may have heard iii other 
places. This was a case, be said, entirely ne^w tp 
th^m, but the act of parliament on wliich the present 
prosecutiou depended was so exact, that when they' 



I 4 



I 



120 

had heard and considered the evidence whieh hd 
should bring before them^ they could have no diffi« 
culty in giving a fair and impartial judgment upon it. 
He then r^ad extracts from the Act (3 Hen. VH.) 
which^ though made nearly four hundred years ago^ 
defined^ he said^ exactly the present case — It was an 
act made for the protectioa of women^ in their three 
different stages of maid^ wife, or widow; and it enact* 
ed^ that any person who, for lucre of gain, forcibly 
carried away and married any maid or widow, or de« 
filed a wife in the absence of her husband, was subject 
to the penalty inflicted for felony. After this act had 
been passed one hundred years, the benefit of clergy 
was taken away from it, and the punishment was, in 
consequence, sin.ce that time, a capital one. Many 
had suffered who came within the reach of this act, 
and he thought he should prove that the prisoners 
were in that situation. The question was, whether 
they had taken away a woman by force out of her own 
house, having goods in her possession f and whether 
she was defiled by Loudoun Gordon i He begged 
their particular attention, then, to three points : ist. 
to the time and manner of the prosecutrix being seized 
and carried off; dd. to the events that happened be- 
tween that time and their arrival at Tetsworth, in 
Oxfordshire; and 3d. to the act of defilement which 
took place there. . 

But, Gentlemen, I must forewarn you, that before 
you can find them guilty of this crime, you must be 
satisfied that force has been used in this county ; now 
though force may have been used in another county> 
unless it is proved to your satisfaction that the fprce 
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.was continued into this county^ you (cannot find tibe 
prisoners guilty. 

^ He trusted, that whea he traced the progress of the 
acquaintance of the prosecutrix with the pri^oners^ 
and their subsequent conduct, they would judge with 
facility the intent of the offence committed, and 
whether any defence which could be opposed would 
. be sufficient to justify the crime of which they were 
siccused. 

Mrs. Lee he then stated to be the natural daughter 
of tlie late Lord Le Despencer, who died in I7B1.^ 
He left two illegitimate children, Mrs«< Lee, and a 
son. She was bom in Dec. 1773^ At hb death. 
Lord Le Despencer left 40,0001. to Mrs. Lee ; and he 
should prove that she was in the receipt of 12001. a^ 
year at the time when this unfortunate aflU r happened, 
of which one half was «l her own ^F^posal, in case of 
her death without issoe^ Ather fadier's death, having 
to relations, and her mothei; not being a woman pro« 
^r to have the charge and education of her daughter, 
being a woman of very bad character, she remlUned 
till the age of fourteen under the caise of guardians: 
At that time she was put to school under Mr». Gor« 
don, mother of the prisoners, where they of course 
resided. The eldest of the Gordons was of the same 
age with Mrs. Lee, the second six or seven yean 
younger. Their acquaintance thus began in the dayi. 
#f innocence. She staid there a year. From the yeat 
1790 to 18(^ she had never seen or heard of either of 
the prisoners. During that time Mr. Lee , paid his 
addieaies to her ; beings waid in ^kmcmy, and ooder 
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age^ shiK could not give her consent; they therefore 
eloped to Scotland, and were married according to 
the rites of the Scottish church at Haddington, March 
9, 1794, On his return, Mr. Lee was confined iu the 
Fleet for some time for this offence. A settlement 
was made on Mrs. Lee, dated Feb. 9, 1795> by which 
she had 5001. a-year pin-money at her own disposal. 
Their tempers not agreeing, they were separated Jan. 
4, 1796, since which time she had no one to protect 
her, as she only lived a short time with her brother^ 
who aftcr^vards went abroad. Her establishment was 
one rnaii and t^o maids^ her income 12001. a-year; 
und she lived sometimes at Bath, and sometimes in 
other places. Being of a retired disposition, aiui vciy 
seldom going out, she gave herself very . much up to 
books,, which in tl>^ end rendered her vcP|r nervousi 
and injured>herhepltb^ JLa Nov. 1803, she iirstlie^d 
of Loudoun S^rdon from JVlr.. Blackett, an apotUe^ 
cary, ^:bo, ;bad long ^tteuuded her. He had enquired 
after ben: . sb^. xeuiembering him, said^-^^ slje should 
ha glad to see biip;-' in con^queivce of .which hci, 
cal^i^d ujpon j^erj>a^d she received iiim.in an hospitable 
in^njueras^in ql4 acq\is|ip^^c^ ^^o^doun soon found 
p^t her w^k part, 4;fid, immediately began to work 
upon it, jat:one of. the,in\eivicws which he had with 
)ier>; of which he only had five in all. ^ He proposed a 
scheme for their travelling together into Wales : she 
rallied hipivupon it; but finding he pressed /the sub^, 
^^t> turned it off by. relating a dream which ^he ha4 
had. He here observed, fjbatthe dl^am wh^^h l^a4 
been inserted in the differeiit pul}Uc papers was as dif* 
ferent.from the original one as any tw^o things. possibly 
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noceat nature. The interpretation Mr, Milk said was 
^mirably written^ and doubtless did great honour to 
the composer of it. During all this time she had not 
€een Lockhart ; but hearing he was in town, she testi- 
fied a desire to see him, 

- On the 12th an extraordinary correspondence took 
place; Loudou^ called upon Mrs. Lee and left three 
letters, two from himself and one from his brotlier* 
(After having read Loudoun's letter, ilri Mi lies said^ 
•^* what trash, what rhapsody/') Duritfg this tim^ Mrs. 
Lee had nd' ^oncejption that the defendants liad any 
idea of pressing either- the journey into Wales or any 
othfer expedition. Mr. Mills then proceeded to give 
•some account of the Gordons. Lockhart had lived 
two years at Mrs. Westgarth's, Alsop's Building^ 
J^ew Road, 'London ; Loudoun was but just returned 
^romthe West Indies. Ttie latter expected to he ar- 
-rested on the 14th of Jtouaiy; he gave paiticular 
•caution to Mrs. Westgarth not to admit any one to 
him till after twelve at night; when it would be SUh- 
day. .Previous to this, he had been arrested for teh 
pounds,' 'which had been discharged by Lord Portff- 
ittiutfe's feolicitltir. ' At thts^'ifieifteht Mr. Milles said, 
l!h*W at^^hit'e di^tntineri Bot' de^ lodged at tliegaoi 
agaitist^Eofidottii!G6rdon.^' Hef^then described what 
lbbki)kfee; afe'&ftdrn'drtt!^4(^ldted by Mrs. Westgarth, 
Mr^; hke'i {irid her 'sST5mts,'^8eliti\H3 to her being car^ 
ried off; ahd t6ak 6cca^?olA tt>'msist oh the shameful 
b^hkvitiTtn: of Lockhart iit this instance, who was a 
clef gyiiian ; for* Loudoun, he said, was struck with the 
heiilousitess of the crime he was going to commit; and 
wad hfeard by Mr. Edmonds, the landlord of the Ina 
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atTetsworth^ arguing upon it with his brother^ whc^ 
told him that if he did not go to bed to Mrs. Lee he 
would shoot him. This was also an additional proof 
that Loudoun was not influenced by love for Mrs. 
Lee ; for if he had been, would he have hesitated a 
moment when she was in his power, and when he 
might enjoy her without the least fear.of interruption 
or hindrance P Instead of which, he could not be com- 
pelled to do it but by the most violent threats. The 
Xisxt morning they breakfasted at eleven o'clock ; at 
.two Ix>ckhart went away .-^Why did he not go be- 
fore i — ^The reason was plain ; he would not Le^,ve his 
brother till the thin^ was done. .He went from thence 
-to London on Monday, when he Went to a ball in the 
evening. At eleven at night he went again to Mrs. 
,Lee*s house, where, on knocking, aqd the door being 
iopened, he saw a strange face, he immediately asked, 
-'* Arc you a peace officer?" He insiited p|i this. as a 
strong proof of a guilty conspr^nce, which ii^terpreted 
every unknown person as an office^ of justice. Being 
Afterwards taken, and desiring to speak to Mr. parkin, 
Mrs. Lee's Solic tor, he told him he was the only per- 
son to bl^me, as he h?4 forced his brother ipto it, fuid 
.w6uld certainly have a\ipt^ jiifn if he had nptapte^^jas 
he did; he therefcfte^^r^ l^ia .|p^rpji;>er*^^jinj4e uji^ 
be struck out of the warrant, 1^.) ??4?^in, qf ; Qpurse 
refused to do thii^i jLpckbafl; w^ot^.the wpfd plpjir 
i^ester on a piece of paj^r^ibxn^hicban arrangei^iept 
was made for Mrs. L^e's recovery and fpr .Lou4<wn'p 
^apprehension. While at Tet^pifthj -Mr^. ^^, after 
explaining her situation to Mrs; Edmonds, the land- 
lady, gave her a letter, which she beggpd mijg^, hp 
put into tbe post after she wasgcHie, i^^h^^wji^, 4?^^ 
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the whole time^ in the greatest agitation. The letter 
was addressed to her maid Davidson, as follows: 
*^ Davidson, — No mon^y, no cloaths! — Dedth or 
compliance.** — ^This was her last act, From all which 
circumstances he concluded she was carried away by 
force, for the' lucre of substance^ tad that the force 
was continued in the county of Oxford. 

Mr. Mills described Mrs. Lee as seated in the chaise 
between terror and provocation, and concluded a vapid 
and uninteresting speech of two hours and a half, by 
expressing the greatest confidence that such fi shame- 
ful lEtnd infamous action would meet with the punish- 
ment it so richly deserved, and that a proper exeri^ise 
of justice in this case would be an awful warning to 
every one, that female innocence would always find 
the strongest protection in the laws of our country.'* 



Sarah Westgarth lives at No. 8, Alsop^s Blldings — 
Iiockhart Gordon had lodged three ^ears at her house; 
was sometimes backward in his payments; had joined with 
Loudoun in security for ten pounds, (or which they had both 
been arrested. This was immediately discharged by a clerk 
of Lord Portsmouth's Solicitor. Lockhart owes her twenty- 
six pounds for lodgings, besides sixty -ibur pounds, for which 
he gave her a notd not yet become due. Loudoun ordered 
her on Saturday, the 14th of January, not to admit any one 
to him, as hq was afraid of being arrested. Told her to 
order a chaise and pair to Uxbridge, to be at the corner of 
Bolton Row« Piccadilly, at seven o'clock in the evening, 
and to put in it a portipanteau, box, and pair of boots of 
Lockhart's; she did so accordingly, and went with it to the 
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place ; ahe rexnafned in the chaise till Loudoun ca(ne» ami 
told her she might go home. , Lockhart returned to her 
house on Monday, dressed in the evening for a ball, and 
went out. (Cross-examined by Mr. Abbot.) Does not 
know any thing of* the Mr. Gordons family; Lord Ports- 
mouth often comes to them; does not know what ball 
Lockhart was going to ; is in the habit of giving him credit 
for his lodgings. 

Janet Davidson lives at No. 4, Botton Row — Has lived 
fifteen months as lady*s maid with Mrs. Lee; had lived 
twelve years in Mr. Lee's family; never saw the Gordons 
till they went to Mrs. Lee's house ; saw Loudoun first in 
December, 1803. He only came four or five times ; the 
first time he called he saw Mrs. Lee ; the second time he 
came in the evening ; that time Davidson was sent to fetch 
Mr. Dash wood's picture, (Mrs. Lee's brother) for Mr. Lou- 
doun Gordon to look at; the third time he came at eleven 
o'clock at night, he did not see her mistress that night, Mr^. 
Lee was gone to bed, the family were up; the next time he 
called she gave him a letter from Mrs. Lee ; afler reading it 
Loudoun tossed up his head, and a Iked if Mrs. Lee would 
be at home in tlie evening; was answered ** No," he how- 
ever called and was let in. On the 1 5th he and his brother, 
who had only called once before, dined there; they came 
about five; very few minutes after their arrival went to din- 
ner; the dinner was carried back into the kitchen about six ; 
Ihe servants dined upon it ; she went up stairs afler her din- 
ner ; Mrs. Lee ordered tea^and coffee before dinner; after 
dini)er she heard the parlour bell ring violently, she ran up 
and found her mistress standing in great agitation in the 
drawing-room, in the dark, she appeared in great distress, 
was crying and rubbing her hands, and said, " They have a 
plan to carry me away," Witness said, " Who can dare 
carry you out of your own house." Mrs. Lee said, " They 
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have pistols." Witness argued with her upon it^ to convince 
her it was impossible she should he taken by force from her 
house. Mrs. Lee said, " Don't say any thing; watch, but 
don't leave the house." Saw aflerwards Loudoun, who told 
her to send the jsnan for a coach ; sent him accordingly. As 
soon as he was gone, heard a scuffle, and her mistress say, 
** I am determined I will not be forced out of my own 
house.'* Lockhart said, " I am desperate." Witness ran 
up stairs with the cook, the drawing room door was open; 
fotmd him holding her round the waist, and forcing her 
downstairs; Loudoun was standing close to him; witness 
put her arras round her mistress to keep her back, and said, 
** You shall not take her out of her house." Lockhart took 
out a pistol, and said, *^ Woman, let her go, or I will shoot 
you." Hie pistol was presented to her head; she said* 
** Are you a Gentleman." He said, " It is no matter what 
I am." She said, *^ I am going down stairs." He said, 
** If you go down stairs I will shoot you." Loudoun said, 
before she quitted Mrs. Lee, *^ Woman, • she shall go." 
The footman was absent all this time* She let her go, and 
Lockhart laid hold of her gown; she at last got away, and 
ran up stairs in the dark, intending to open the window and 
alarm the street, but was so frightened she could not; heard 
the street door shut, and the other maid calling out, '' She's 
gone! She's gone!" Ran out into the street; the postr 
chaise door was not shut, she saw nothing but the door a-jar, 
she exclaimed, " Murder! Fire! Thieves! They have stolen 
my mistress." The post-chaise set out. The footman re- 
turned with a coach, which he left, and ran after the chaise^ 
but could, not overtake it. During the whole time no con- 
sent on her part appeared. She did not ajter her dresji, 
which was a muslin gown, with small crape on her l^ead ; 
her mistress was a very nervous woman; reads and writes a 
great deal; had been very uneasy all the morning of Sunday; 
iaw no prepar«ntions whatever for any journey. Saw Lock«< 
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*liart again on Monday night at eleven o'clock ; he Lnocled 
at the door, and when he saw the footman and another map 
in the passage, took out a pistol, .and said, ^* Are jou A 
peace o0Scer? " Did not hear the answer. Lockhart thte 
ran oUt to \m hackney coach, and called from the window^ 
*^ it was the Ivitnes&he wanted to speak to." Witness said, 
^ she woald.not speak to him Ivhile he had a pistol in his 
hand.'^ Footman and watchmen then came up; he jumped 
cmt and ran away. Saw him brought back afterwards by 
Bow«street oflicers. Received the letter which her mistress 
sent from Tetsworth on Tuesday. (Cross-examined by Mr. 
Abbot.) Xx>ndottn had only been admitted three or four 
limes; he was with her mistress for an hour and an half by 
lumself one evening. Mr. Loudoim Gordoti staid onoe ^ 
considerable time, no third person being present; she was 
not acquainted with Mrs. Lee's habits of life before sho en- 
tered into her service; Mrs. Lee went into her bed-chaqtber 
on Sundfiy evening* and came down voluntarily int6 the 
drawing-room. Her mtittress wore a stfeel necklace wKh a 
bag of camphor hanging to it, had worn it some time. 
When Lockhart called he left his card, as her mittiress wfs 
not at home. She is melancholy, and has been so some 
time. Had not gone to church since Witness lived with her. 
(Examined again.) When she saw her mistress in the 
drawing-room, her eyes rolled very much, seemed very much 
affected, had never seen her so much affected before. 

Sarah Hunt—- Said, she had lived with Mrs. Lee fifl/een 
months as maid of all work; Mrs. Lee lived very reiiredf 
knew only a few people, her society was smalL Three 
weeks since she firft saw Loudoun, only saw him once before 
Sunday the ijth. Saw Janet Davidson when she came 
down from the drawing room, on the evening of the i jth 
of January, who told her that her mistress was in a great 
fright, that she had ordered her to stay in the house and 
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w^tch what was going on. They accordipgly went 4o watch 
Ifi th(^ back parlour; after listening. a quarter of ap hour^ 
i beard a noi$e, and^tl^e Gordons talking very loud; heard 
Mrs, Lee say to Lockhart Gordon, ^ You are determined 
on* my ruin.*' He answered, *^ laro desperate."' There 
was then a scuffle on the stairs, and she heard, her mistress 
. say, .^^ she would not be forced out of her own house.*' She 
i then went up stairs, ai>d found her on the stairs, and the, 
two Gordons pulling her down. Heard Lockhart say to 
:fi Davidson, >^ Woman she shall go." Davidson then wanted 
to. run down stairs; Lockhart said, ** Woman, if you do, I 
I wiij shoot you." Witness had then hold of one of her mis- 
tress's hands, to prevent her from being . carried away. 
; Lockhart said, ^^ If you make any noise, and do not let go 
;. your. mistress, I will shoot you." Sh^ then let go her hand; 
saw Lo$Jihart's pistols presented, and heard him say to his 
brother, ** Take her out, or I will shoot yoi^." Lockhart 
held her, while Loudoun forced out her mistress. Lockhart 
thfo let her go, went out, and shut the street door afler 
f him; .she immediately ran up stairs to Davidson, calling out 
. that her mistress was gone; they then ran out into the street, 
but the chaise was gone, and she only heard the noise of the 
wheels; the hackney-coach then came which the footman 
bad been for; he ran afler the chaise, but not being able to 
,. overtake it, returned, got into the hackney *coach, and went 
in it to Bow Street. Heard a double knock at the door on 
Monday night, at eleven o'clock; when it was opened, saw 
Liockhart Gordon and a hackney-coach in the street; he on 
, entering the passage, said, ^* Well!" and then seeing a man 
j in the passage with the footman, asked him whether he was 
a peace officer, and directly went out again to the coach; 
• 9fter getting in he looked out of the window, and said to 
' Davidson, ^* It is you I want to speak with." She answered, 
.;, f* I will not speak with you while you have that in your 
band." Witness did not see that he had any thing in his 
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hand. Said lier mistress was very (oud of books; never 
"tventout; and knew very few people. (Cross-iexamined.} 
When she first' came into Mrs. Lee's servicei she lived at 
Woodford; during the whole time of her service, her mis- 
tress had been1>iit tcvice to church; once at Woodford, witk 
Lady Wright, and once at Minehead, in travelling. Knew 
that a man of the name of William Roberts once lived with 
her as footman ; was sure that in pulling her down stairs 
Xx)udoun had his arm round her waist. 

William Martin, sworn — Said that he was footman to 
Mrs. Lee. On Sunday, January 15th, at five o'clock, the 
Qordons came to dine with his mistress; afler dinner he took 
iiiway, and went into the kitchen ; about an hour afler he 
heard a noise in the parlour overhead, as if the chaifs were 
moved about, and people were running round the table ; 
the bell was then rung violently; ran up stairs, but could 
not get into the parlour, because somebody held the handle 
of the lock in the inside ; the door at length opened and his 
mistress ran up stairs, to all appearance very much flurried. 
Went into the parlour, and saw Lockhart Gordon put some- 
tliing into the inside pocket of his coat : asked if any thing 
was wanted; on being answered. No, returned down stairs; 
the maid then came down, and said her mistress wanted a 
Hght in the drawing-room ; took one up; thought she looked 
very much frightened; met Loudoun on the stairs, going up; 
Lockhart went up afler him; heard his mistress say, *^ Lock- 
bart Gordon, you are determined on my ruin." Did not 
hear Lockhart answer; the drawing-room door then ^ut, 
and soon afler the maid told hijn to go for a hackney-c<Mtch; 
he accordingly went for one, and returning with it, hetkd 
' tlie maid calling out, " Murder! They have stolen my inis- 
tress!" Lefl the coadh, and ran afler a chaise, which 
he saw driving off*, as far as Park Lane, and then lost sight 
vf it ; he then returned^ and went to Bow Street in the 
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iiackney-coach, to give information of Ws mistress being 
carried oif. The night afler heard a knock at the door at 
eleven o'clock; went up stairs with a roan whomi he had 
procured to iit with him ; saw Lockhart at the door with an 
opera hat on; Lockhart said, " Well! " Witness got behind 
him, and felt something like a pistol ih the inside of his coat; 
Lockhart then sa»d to the man, ^ Are you a peace-officer?" 
Witness immediately went for a watchman, and returning 
with him, heard the women crying out, " Murder ! " &c. 
and saw a hackney-codch driving off; he ran up and seized 
the reins of the horses, and told the coachman that he would 
knock him off his box if he did not stop. The watchman a^ 
length succeeded in stopping the coach; Lockhart then 
jumped out with a pistol in each hand, and said, ^^ I will 
ihoot you." While he stooped to avoid the pistol, Lockhart 
ran away. They pursued him, and overtook him in ClargeS 
Street; he had a pistol in each hand, and said he would 
shoot the first rascal that offered to seize him. They how- 
ever took him, and afterwards delivered him to Miller the 
Bow street officer, who happened to meet them. (Cross- 
examined.) Once when Loudoun called, he said his mis^ 
tress was not at home; when she heard his voice she asked 
. him' up. Has called in all about eight or nine times; staid 
generally alone with her, and remained a considerable time, 
two hours or more ; has heard the name of John and 
William Roberts mentioned, but does not know where John 
Roberts now lives; has heard Mrs. Lee had a footman of the 
name of Roberts; Loudoun one evening brought three let- 
ters for Mrs. Lee; took one letter fi*om his mistress to Lou- 
doun on the I St of January; he called one evening and 
brought three letters, he delivered them to Mrs. Lee; Lou- 
Aoun staid in the parlour, and was afterwards shewed into 
the drawing-room; Mrs. Lee seldom eats supper, and it 
did not wait fur Mrs. Lee that evening; he staid about two 
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hour«, might stay till ten; he never refused Mrs. Lee to 
Loudoun, who called seven, eight, or nine times upon his 
mistress. 

George Hunt, sworn — Said he was a postboy, in High 
Street, Mary-le-bone ; Mrs. Westgarth ordered a chaise to 
be brought to Allsop*s Buildings; he drove one tliere, and 
took her to the end of Bolton Place, at ab<)ut seven o*clock; 
she told him to wait till the gentlemen came, and also 
waited there herself. In half an hour one of the gentlemen 
eame, and called to him to move across the street immedi- 
ately, and wait there; Mrs. Westgarth went home; in a 
quarter of an hour afterwards a gentleman and lady came 
towards him; the chaise door was open; he thought the 
lady was laughing; they came up to the chaise; she got in, 
and he after her ; another gentleman then came, got in, and 
shut the door; ordered him to drive to Uxbridge as fast as 
posstible; and told him to drive on as fast as he could or he 
would shoot him. Witness paid turnpikes ; did not observe 
that the lady made any resistance; he drove to Uxbridge in 
an hour and an half; received half-a-guinea for himself from 
one of the gentlemen, who went into the house while the 
chaise was changing ; did not hear any screaming when he 
set off from Bolton-street ; did not assist in changing the 
luggage at Uxbridge ; the Uxbridge chaise drew up aIong« 
side of the other ; did not sec the company go from one 
chnise into the other. (Cross-examined.} The lady came 
walking along the street, with the gentleman; the lady was 
.laughing; he saw the gentleman hand the lady into the post- 
chaise; he was looking that way; another gentleman came 
a lew minutes afterwards ; the lady appeared to come very 
willingly; there was nothing that induced him to suppose 
(bat the lady was carried off by force. There were four 
men ^bout the post chaise at one time at Uxbridge; the lady 
Mid not ask for assistance; Lockhart was in the inn at that 
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time. She might hav(s had' assistance at Uxbridge; this 
waiter was- ordered to t^ke some porter to the post*chaise, 
of which the lady partook. He said the gentleman gave 
liim half-a^guinea, it was very good pay, and what the 
gentleman chose to give him. H6 said that gentlemen oflen 
said to him, '^ Drive on or I will shoot you.'^ 

Thomas Gamby sworn— Said he was a post-boy at Ux- 
bridge; did not see how the co'mpany got from one chaise to 
the other; drove them to Wycombe; heard one of the gen- 
tlemen ask the* lady whether she would stop at Wycombe, 
or goon to Tetsworth; she answered she did not care; one 
of the gentlemen got out and paid him; they staid at Wy- 
combe about 20 minutes. 

Joseph Powell sworn—Said he was a post-boy at Wy- 
combe; drove two gentlemen and a lady to Tetsworth, 
where they got out, carried the luggage into the room where 
they were, took in two pistols and some other things; one 
gentleman and the Jady were standing by the fire; they 
went through the kitchen that she might not wet her feet. 
(Cross examined.) While at Tetsworth, the Worcester 
coach and the Mail were in the yard ; he saw two passengers 
of the Worcester coach standing in the yard of the inn. 
(Examined again.) One of the gentlemen found fault with 
him for not driving faster; he answered, he must have drove 
him in two hours at farthest, or he would not hfive beat the 
Mail. 

Rachel Fanny Antonina Lee swom-^Said she was mar- 
ried to Mr. Lee, at Haddington, In Scotland, in 1794, and 
was not re-married in England;' was not then of age; Mr. 
Lee was confined in the Fleet by the Chancellor, for having 
ran away with her; they were separated in a year anc^ an 
half, and have lived separate ever since; since that limenas 
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been in die reoelpt of i20ot. jler annutn, Kparato fncoine, 
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entirely at her own disposal; was 7 jeara old when her 
father Lord IfO Despencer died ; went at 14 years of age to 
Mrs. Gordon's,, at Kensington; her situation, in point of 
fortune, was known there; she staid there almost a year 2 
Lockhart and Loudoun Gordon were there in the holy days; 
she saw them often, but had never seen either of them since 
1790, or been at all acquainted with their circumstances 
till December 1803; at that time she heard Loudoun was 
in town from her apothecary, Mr. Blackett, and that he bad 
enquired afler her; she understood he was just returned 
from the West Indies, and wished to send her some present; 
she said ^^she should be happy to see him;'' Loudoun ac- 
cordingly called ; he staid wit|i her between an hour and twQ 
the first visit; the subject of their conversation was, the 
death of his sister; became agaip som^ days after, and in 
all he called four times by himself, and once with his bro- 
ther; he staid sometimes two hours with her; bhe always 
read and wrote a great deal; their conversation often turned 
upon books; on the second interview Mrs. Lee warned 
Loudoun against any particular attachment to her, she 
Ihought it likely as he was young; he replied, (hat ^^ his 
happipess wasiu her hands;" to turn the conversation, she 
related to him a dream* a^er this she read him two inter? 
pretations of the dream, which were both, political; he re* 
.quested to take it home; he did so, he sent an interpre* 
tatiop to it; she has 4eslrqyed it; i\\e saw him twice after 
the dream; oncfe when he called she ran down stairs an4 
told him she could not see him then, having somebody with 
hjsr; remembers sending him a nqte, in which s|^e said t^iat 
^he supposed his intoxicatio|> was the cause of his palling sq 
late; at the third interview, he proposed to her to take a 
tour wttl) liim into \yales; she talked about it, reasoned 
against it) and at las|. refused it; never agreed to any time 
ff going off yv\fy hiqij pevf^f l^eard pf apy |>^e|>§ratiops fof 
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the journey, aorever con&ented: to it> received- two letter^ 
on the 1 2th of January, the proppsition mentioned in tbq 
one from Lpudoun, related to the . jpurne)^ into. Wales, 
(The letter was here produced, and she identified it.) She 
had told him to absent himself from her for some days pre- 
viously to her receiving Loudoun's letter of 12th January. 
The following letter was read : 

- January xz, 1804. 

MY DEAREST MAPAM, 

If you assent to my proposition, I shall gain ao: i&r 
exhaustible source of felicity; you will lose the pity of the 
ignorant arid the prejudiced. The protection tljat I have 
to offer to you, Madam, is the strength of body ^nd i|)in4» 
the courage and the life of a man, not unused to daiiger.. 
My age, Madam, has been matured* by adversity, the only 
school of true philosophy; my situation, though it is not 
what I could wish, nor what my education and birth iKMgbt 
have led me to expect, is rendered less irksome, by the pos- 
session and enjoyn>ent of that inestimable treasure; mens 
conscia recti, which can neither be purchased nor stolen. 
I have consulted my heart, and would have plucked it out 
had it dared to think you less than the most perfect of human 
beings. I have consulted my reason in a low, but clear 
voice, it whispered praise. Pleasure, name it not my 
heart, for I have found no traces of you imprinted .there. 
If the union of congenial souls can be rendered more com- 
plete by the union of their bodies, obey Madam the first 
mandate of God and of nature, or tremble at the thoughts 
of your disobedience. The world, Madam, is unworthy of 
you; the false opinion which it will probably form with re- 
gard to your conduct, will never be able to shake yoiir con- 
stancy or fortitude. In obedience to your commands I have 
oommunicaif'd yoiir l(»tter to my bTother; lie respects, lie 
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admires you^ and lie iayt that he will protect you at the 
hazard of his life aiid fortunes. I can feel^ though I cannot 
express what I an to you, more than that I am, 

My dearest Madam, 

Your sincere and affectionate . 

L. H. GoRDOir« 

Mrs. Lee ^id that Loudoun's letter was in answer to one 
which she had written to iiim ; she only remembered one 
sentence of her own letter. 

Lockhart's letter was then produced, but not identified; 
the man-servant brought them up; she received them both 
at the same time; does not recollect seeing Loudoun Gor- 
don on Friday, nor that the footman brought up any letter 
but a note in answer to the invitation to dinner she had seat 
them. The following letter was then read : 

January 12, i:8o4« 

MT DEAR MADAM, 

I consent with all my heart to every thought, 
word, and expression contained in Loudoun's answer to 
your letter, which you did me the honour to desire him to 
communicate to me. If Loudoun deceives you Mrs. Lee,' 
I will certainly blow his brains out, and then we shall both 
be eternally damned as we shall most richly deserve. Strong 
feelings burst the fetters of ceremony, and express thein- 
selves in the untutored fanguage of nature. Mrs. Lee will 
find in iiOckhart Gordon a friend who has a head to coi>* 
ceive, a heart to feci, and a hand to execute whatever may 
conduce to Mrs. Lee's happiness. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

L. Gordon. 
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Doeii not remember that Loadoan called on tier on fbe 
evening of January the 1 2th.- During Loudoun's visit on the 
1 2th, she invited him and his brother to dinner on. Sunday 
the 15th; begged Loudoun that Lockhart and himself would 
come to her as friends ; the invitation was after she had re- 
ceived the two letters ; she said she would j talk about 
.Loudoun's plan with Lockhart and himself on Sunday; did 
not see either of them between the 12th and ijth of January^ 
nor had any communication with them: on the i jth they 
came to dine with her; before dinner she said to Lockhar^ 
^^ What do you think of this extraordinary plan your brother 
has proposed?" Lockhart answered, ^ If you love Loudoun* 
and Loudoun loves you, it will conduce to the happiness of 
both." She said, *' have you reflected upon the conse- 
quences of the measure?" he answered, *^ Mrs. Lee, you 
will ^lin two friends; have you a friend that would shed 
his blood for you?" she said, '^ No, I have friends to lose;*' 
nothing about leaving London was then said. They went 
down to dinner, and the conversation turned on various 
subjects. Nothing led her to suspect, nor had she ever any 
idea that any journey was intended. Afler dinner Lock- 
hart said to Loudoun, ^^ you have a present for Mrs. Lee;" 
Lockhart said, *^ Come and fetch it;" Loudoun went to 
him, and took the ring, which he tried to put on her finger, 
but which she resisted, and it was laid on the taUe; soon 
afler Lockhart said, <' It is near seven o'clock, and the 
chaise will be here at seven;" she said, *^ What chaise?*' 
Lockhart answered, '' You roust go with Loudoun to*hight:** 
she treated it as a joke, and joked upon it; does not know 
how long it was before she went up stairs; when she didf 
Lockhart opposed her; he then produced a pistol; she wa^ 
panic struck ; did not ring the bell in the parlour; did not 
sec her man-servant when he came into the dining-room, 
after Lockhart had shewed the pistol; Lockhart told Loudoun 
to go and see if the chaise was ready, he went; she went 



i 



/ ■.."..■- 

up stairs ik> htt room ; saw Iter maid Ddvidsoot and told her 
^ihere was/ a plan to take her. out of her house; Davidson 
saidy ^ How can tkey take you out of your own house }'* 
abc said, ^ they have pistols.'-* She then went down btairs 
-to the drawing-room.; Loudoun came in and was alone 
with her in the drawing-oroom ; Loudoiui asked her to go^ 
^ndsaid the post-chaise was ready; she said she could not 
^; Lockhart fsoon came up, and said, ^ Do not stand there, 
I aaa determined you shall go^" taking her at the same time 
hy the arm ; she said, ^' she would not go out of the house ^'' 
be said, *^ I am desperate." Mrs. Lee recollects Davidson 
«eoming up and .attempting to part Lockhart from her; 
a scoffie ensued; ishe cannot speak as to the pointing of the 
pistol; was not absolutely stupified ; she does not remember 
the other servant coming up with Davidson; heard Lock* 
hart say, *^ Bring her down, or I will shoot you;" he was 
then on the middle of the stairs, and she at the top; she 
went down with Loudoun; when she got into the passage, 
saw Lockhart pointing at the other maid with a pistol ; they 
then got her out into the street, where she saw a chaise; 
had no idea beforehand of the chaise being prepared; does 
not remember in what relalive situations she was in, in her 
way to the chaise, wilh regard to Lockhart or Loudoun, 
and cannot say bow she got in, having such a vague idea 
about it; remembers perfectly saying in the chaise, that she 
was in a state of stupefaction ; she spoke principally to Lock- 
hart, to induce him to let her return ; she begged to have a 
chaise to return; Lockhart said, it was impossible; did not 
get out of the chaise, except when she got from one chaise 

•to the other; remembers that Lockhart said something about 
the ling, and that Loudoun put it on her finger; she remem- 

'bers being left in the room at Tetsworth with Lockhart; r^- 

'monstrated with him ; and said, she thought it was one of the 
most infernal measures that ever was taken, and a breach of 

'hospitaHty to take her out of her own house; she again 
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begged to have a chaise, whicl) he refused; the maid askei 
when she should be in bed, and when she should light tfa« .. 
gentleman up; she said in about ten minutes; she wasap« 
prehensive that a serious ^cufBe might ensue, in which live* 
might be lost, if she did not comply; whatever might have 
passed in the chaise implying assent, and notwithstanding she 
was in her senses when they sat down to supper, had she 
had the perfect exercise of her mind, she- should have been 
more inclined to have ordered a post-chaise than to have gone 
to bed ; had her affection for Loudoun been ever so violent, 
under such circumstances she would not have wished to have 
indulged it ; she was quite a stranger in Tetsworth, and kne^ 
nobody to apply to; Loudoun staid all night with ber, and 
she did not deny that she submitted to his embraces; they 
got up at half-past eleven; the maid came to their room is 
the morning, and togk her gown to be washed, as she hadr 
no change of cloaths; went down to breakfast, and sa^ 
Lockhart; her mind was confused, she does not recollect 
Lockhart's going away from Tetsworth; saw Mn;. Edmonds, 
the landlady of the inn, after Lockhart had gone away; 
there was no acquaintance between them; communicated 
her situation to her, and entrusted her with a letter for her 
maid Davidson; in the chaise remembers hearing Lockhart 
say, he wished to be in town the next evening to a balL 

Mrs. Lee, did that intercourse which usually takes place 
between man and wife, take place between Loudoun and 
you at Tets^vorth? 

It did. 

« 

(Cross examined by Mr. Abbot.) Knew that the late 
Lord Portsmout)i was Mrs. Gordon's brother; Mr. Gordon 
>vas dead, he was brother to Lord Aboyne; Lockhart and' 
Loudoun used to come home for the holidays, when an ac* 
quaint^nce cbmrneiUHcd between them. 
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' Thic ring w«8 put an her finger during the journey tcr 
Tetswortli, by Loudoun ; she does not recollect that Loudoun 
mistook the hand, nor rallying him for having donie so ; f(he 
cannot saj that it did not pass* The rmg ikst occurred to 
ber about a fortnight or three weeks ago; her servant, 
Davkbon, told her that she (Mrs. Lee) had just takeh off a 
strange ring; she could not recollect saying ^ in coiupHance 
with Ike custom of the world I consent to wear this ring*/' 
•he cottld not say it did not pass; she recollected that Lockhart 
wished to return to Town, to go to a ball, that he might 
not be suspected to be concerned in the elc^nvent; she 
thought it a very villainous thing, because it would make it 
•ppear that she had gone away with Loudoun ; that appear- 
ed to be his motive. She did not bear what family he was 
to meet at the ball; did not consent to his returning to Lcm- 
don. Mrs* Lee knew before Sunday night that Lockhart 
was about some arrangement relative to a living; he said it 
would be to hi& interest to return to town, that he might 
appear at the ball and consolidate his interest; he said 
^ that she ought to consider his prospects would be destroy- 
ed if she did not consent to his return to town;"- she replied 
^ that he had destroyed her prospects." She considered 
Lockhart as the person who had led to the whole of the 
affair; be alone made use of any violent expression; he 
alone had expressed the determination that she should leave 
Irerhous^; Loudoun was as much subservient to Lockhart 
a» sh^ herself. Mrs. Lee said that she had her steel neck- 
lace on when she left her house on Sunday night, that she 
threw it out of the post-chaise window; she could not say 
whether it was before she arrived at Uxbridge or not; she 
said *^ that was her charm against pleasure," when she 
threw it out of the window; at that moment she gave 
herself up, she afterwards expostulated ; a bag of camphor 
hung to the necklace; the word charm alluded to one of the 
supposed properties pf that medicine; she used it as aseda* 



tive, it is supposed to calm the passions, particularly that 
passion which subsists between one sex and the other. Sho 
did iK)t recollect desiring the post-chaise might be drawn 
up close to the other at Uxbridge ; she could not lay it was 
not so; she recollected Lockhurt leaving the post-chaise at 
Uxbridge, but did not recollect that she <lrank porter there. 
She recollected Lockhart talking something about his health; 
some enquiries were made about Loudoun's health; the 
enquiries were made by herself. Mrs. Lee was satisfied 
that Loudoun's health was unimpaired; this was in the 
course of ^he journey to Tetsworth; Mrs. Lee might, she 
said, have enquired in the post-chaise on Sunday night, how 
long it had been since Loudoun bad connected himself with 
a woman; she recollected that Lockhart said Loudoun had 
not been out at night. Mrs. Lee sent advice to both brothers 
during their confinement in Newgate, to abstain from a 
connection with the sex which might be most prejudicial 
to lliem. That advice was not sent to Loudoun in particu- 
lar. Mrs« Lee might have desired in the post-chaise that 
the sheets sliould be well aired at Tetsworth. Mrs. Lee 
^aid slie eat a good supper at Tetsworth, that the conversa- 
tion was about Hieroglyphicks and Grecian Architecture; 
from the whole of the conversation her conduct certainly 
was such as to induce Loudoun to suppose he might come 
to bed to her. She first heard Loudoun's return from the 
West Indies of Mr. BIa<pkett, who, Mrs. Lee said was a 
very respectable apothecary, and had attended her for 
thirteen or fourteen )ears; hhe told Mr. Blackett to teli 
]L.oudoun that she should be very glad to see him. His first 
visit was upon the 14th of December; Mrs. Lee recolIecte4 
that Loudoun saluted her that day, and that he was in the 
habit of saluting her when he called, but Mrs. Lee said 
that no further familiarities passed between them; remem- 
bered appointing a day for Loudoun to come to her again 
•n his first visit ; hhe recollected receiving a note from him 



